Adam Sanders

INST 6730

Lesson Plan 10

Subject: Beginning Guitar
Learner Characteristics: 9 to 14-year old students 
Learning Context: Private lessons

Learning Objective: Introduce students to jazz chords and progressions.  This is a very advanced topic, but as is emphasized in Spiral Curriculum, it will be helpful to them as adult musicians and therefore important foundational elements will be taught.
Materials/Resources:

1. Guitar (Acoustic or Electric)
2. Practice/Assignment form

3. Print outs that accompany lesson (basic jazz chord diagrams and progression charts) as available through Catherine Schmidt-Jones OER on Beginning Guitar
Lesson Plan/Procedure:

Briefly review past week’s lesson and assignment.  Give positive reinforcement as applicable.

Show the student a video clip of Joe Pass (or any other appropriate Jazz guitarist) playing a jazz standard (such as Satin Doll, Autumn Leaves, or Paper Moon).  Keep the clip relatively short and then take a moment to discuss it after.  Give a brief explanation (or introduction) of Jazz (key points including creative chord phrasing and improvisation).  

Go on to show another short video clip of a modern musician whose music could be classified as jazz or has influences as such (Norah Jones, Michael Buble, Jamie Cullum, John Mayer) and help identify some of the previously discussed jazz elements it has (chord phrasing, improvisation, instrumentation, swing strumming, etc.).

Using a handout show the student the chord diagrams for 3 “shell” chords or very basic chords that only consist of the root, the 3, and the 7.  These shell chords are introduction to jazz phrasing.  For a C chord the variations would be Cmaj7, C7, and Cm7.  Give the student the opportunity to play each chord on his or her own and introduce them to more (Am7, Fmaj7, Gm7, Emaj7,etc) using the OER handouts.  Assist them as necessary and repeat each chord several times.
Now have them integrate the new jazz chord phrasing to the 1-4-5 chord progression they learned previously.  The chord phrasing works like barre chords in that they are moveable chords (slide the same finger formation to a different root / placement on the fretboard and you get a new chord - Cmaj7 can be slid to Dmaj7).

Have some fun playing that chord progression together, and encourage the student with the new potential with jazz they now have.  Assign homework that includes practicing playing the 1-4-5 progression in various keys with the new jazz chord phrasing.  Also direct them to the OER website and handout as supplementary materials for further practice and exploration.
Justification: 

This lesson was based on Bruner’s Spiral Curriculum… introducing young students to some advanced skills (jazz chords and progressions) that will be very beneficial to them as musicians through the rest of their lives… but in a manageable/introductory way.  

The lesson also utilized three modes of representation.  Iconic – through the video clips and jazz chord pictures (a hand actually in position to play the chords).  Inactive – through the actions of finding, holding, and playing the jazz chords in the correct position, and playing the chord progression with jazz chord phrasing.  Symbolic – the use and understanding of abstract representations such as the chord symbols (Cmaj7, Cm7, C7) and chord progressions (1-4-5).

And finally, the lesson even allowed the opportunity for discovery learning by letting the student try to find the correct chord/finger positioning using the jazz chord charts… with a high chance for cognitive conflict when certain details might not be observed (playing the chord on the correct fret, not playing certain strings, etc.).

OER Integration/Justification:

I think that integrating the OER on Beginning Guitar as found through the OER Commons, is a fantastic upgrade to the lesson plan (and I’ll explain why).  The OER on Beginning Guitar by Catherine Schmidt-Jones was very well done and was designed specifically to be used as a supplement to (rather than replacement of) face to face teaching.  

With a blended teaching mode in mind the OER offers several benefits, in the form of more diagrams, visual aids, links, public domain songs, and practice sheet music.  It also creates greater flexibility and freedom to customize a lesson more specifically to the needs of the student.  If the student is progressing rapidly, there are more resources readily available on the same subject to satisfy their growth.  And on the other hand, there are some different ways of looking at the same principle (which could be helpful for a student struggling with the lesson objectives).  

It is also beneficial that the content is available to the student online should a digital option be preferred.  Still, the greatest (though somewhat simple) advantage to me in using this OER is its vast resource of supplementary visual materials.  There are a lot of quality, free, legal visual aides to use for music notation, theory, strumming, timing, etc.  It’s for this reason that I used the OER in this simple, but very helpful way in this lesson (which as it deals with more advanced chord structures and progressions was helpful).

