Political Progress Simulation

CA History/SS Standards

11.10.7. Analyze the women’s rights movement from the era of Elizabeth Stanton and Susan Anthony and the passage of the 19th Amendment to the movement launched in the 1960s, including differing perspectives on the role of women.

11.11.3. Describe the changing role of women in society as reflected in the major entry of women into the labor force and the changing family structure.

Historical Problem 

Throughout history, women have encountered discrimination.  They did not achieve the right to vote until the passage of the 19th amendment in 1920.  And even though the Equal Pay Act was passed in 1963, in 2008 they earned 77% of men's wages on average.  Women’s rights activists attempted to pass the Equal Rights Amendment by adding a Constitutional amendment to guarantee equal protection under the law for women in the 1970s, but it failed to be ratified by all the states.  Should the states reconsider approving the Equal Rights Amendment?  Why or why not?  

Essential Question: Should we support the Equal Rights Amendment?  

Reading(s) 

· Equal Rights Amendment article 

· Character biographies 

Simulation Characters 

Students will be split up into groups of four to research and role-play the following characters.  Each group member will be responsible for reading the biographies of the characters and writing a separate testimony, illustrating a character analysis, performing a walk and talk, writing questions and answers for the simulation and participating in the simulation.    

· States: this governing panel will read through all biographies and facilitate the simulation.  They must come up with a list of five questions for each character and be prepared to ask follow up questions.  At the end of the simulation, based on the arguments, they will vote on whether they will approve the measure or not.  

· Alice Paul
· Lyndon B. Johnson
· Phyllis Schlafly 

· John Birch Society 

· George Wallace 

Use these websites to help you find information about your character 
· Quotes: Thinkexist, Brainy Quotes 
· Pictures: Library of Congress, U.S. Government Photos and Images 
· Note: All works published before 1923 are in the public domain, otherwise, remember to cite your sources.  
By the end of this simulation, you will need to complete the following assignments.  

Put a check next to the item when it is complete.  
· ____Testimony

· ____Character Analysis 

· ____Walk and Talk 

· ____Questions and Answers 
Guided Lessons 

	Day
	Activity
	Materials
	Time
	Grouping

	1
	Students conduct Internet research

Write testimony 
	· Simulation Instructions 

· Internet Connection 

· Computers 

· Simulation Assignments: testimony
	One hour
	Groups of 4

	2
	Illustrate character analysis and make a poster for the group   
	· Simulation Assignments: Character Analysis

· Poster paper

· Markers 
	One hour 
	Groups of 4

	3
	Perform walk and talk.  Allow students to meet other characters from the simulation and take notes on their philosophies 

Students process information by writing questions and answers for other characters 
	· Simulation Assignments: Walk and talk 
	One hour
	Groups of 4

	4
	Simulation Day 

Discuss Procedures 

· Speak loudly and clearly 

· Pay attention to discussion 

· Criticize ideas, not people 

Perform Simulation 

· Each group delivers testimony

· Congress facilitates questions and answer session 

· Congress delivers decision 

· Students react to decision 


	
	One hour 
	Whole Class

(Students should face each other in a big circle) 


