For Reference:

Median Family Income for Orange County in 2006:  $48,177
U.S. Poverty Line for 2006:  $20,444
Instructions:  Cut out each “Yearly Gross Income” into separate slips.  Have students randomly select one slip and tape it to their folder.  This is their family’s income for the entirety of the project.  Note the distribution:  for a class of 8, there is 1 family at the poverty line, two slightly above the poverty line, three at the MFI for the area, two slightly above the MFI, and one that could be described as “wealthy”.  This is not a precise picture of the income distribution in the area, but it will provide the necessary spectrum of incomes to foster meaningful class discussions later in the project.
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