
Name________________________

Amazing Animal 
     Pet Research Report 

 
     Due ________________

In theme 4,  second graders read about “Amazing Animals.”  Instead of a book 
report, the children use nonfiction books, reference materials, and the internet to research 
a pet. Children who don’t have a pet may report on an animal they would be interested in 
owning someday. 

Each student will create a written report to be presented in class. The work should 
be edited for correct spelling, grammar, capitalization and punctuation and neatly printed 
on binder paper or word processed on a computer.  It should have an ‘eye catching’ 
cover  or cover page and include the following pages: 
Page 1 Title Page includes the title, your full name, and the date. 
Page 2 Introduction Page includes 1 paragraph (5-7 complete sentences) giving a 

general description including what kind of animal it is, its name,  age, and size. 
Page 3 Facts Page lists facts found by researching the animal. Borrow a nonfiction 

book from the school or public library, find information in a printed
encyclopedia, and search the internet.

http://www.askkids.com   http://www.kids.yahoo.com          http://www.kidsclick.org
Take notes as you read about the animal. Restate information into your own words.  List 
interesting facts and tell where you found the information.  Write down the title, author, and 
publishing date of any source you use. Record  internet addresses from any web sites 
that were helpful. 
Fact Example: A zoologist named discovered a nest of eight golden hamsters in Syria in 
1930. Today all pet hamsters in the world are descended from those three hamsters. 
Page 4 Care of the Animal Page includes a paragraph (5-7 sentences) telling  how 

to care for the animal. Start with a topic  sentence.  Include supporting details 
that answer the following questions:

What and how much does the animal eat? 
How does it get exercise?
What are its special cleaning or grooming needs?
Where does this pet sleep?

Topic Sentence Example:   Labradoodles need  caring owners to keep them well and 
happy. 
Page 5 Glossary Page lists 5 words used in the report, arranged alphabetically with short 

definitions.  Use a dictionary to find the definitions. Write down the name of the 
dictionary. 

Page 6 Illustration Page has a  carefully drawn picture,  photograph, or 
photocopied image(s) of the animal. 

Page 7 Bibliography Page (simplified format) includes the author(s) and title(s) of the 
resources you used. 

For this report, you are expected to use at least: 
1 nonfiction book (author, title, publishing date)
1 encyclopedia  entry (title, volume and page number)
1 internet web site  (title, url, and publishing date)
1 dictionary for the glossary. (title, publishing date)

Page 8 Comments to the Author Page only needs a title. Other 
students who read your report will write comments. 



Amazing Animal Report Checklist and Timeline 
Research your pet (or a pet you’d like to have someday.)
Take notes.  Use at least 3 sources of information (nonfiction library book, 
encyclopedia/internet, dictionary) 

Write a rough draft of your report using your own words. Try not to copy exactly 
from any book, encyclopedia, or web site! 

Edit and revise your draft. Add descriptive language and details. Make necessary 
corrections.  Check your word and sentence order so your report sounds right 
when you read it aloud. Make any necessary corrections to meet second grade 
standards including correct spelling,  grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.  
Show your edited draft to an adult family member. Parents are encouraged to 
point out errors and make suggestions, but you must write your own report.

Rewrite the report in your best printing on college ruled binder paper or type it 
using a word processing application.   Arrange the pages in the exact order 
described with either 1 staple in the upper left hand corner, or contained in a clear 
report folder. 

Practice saying your report out loud.
Turn in the final copy on or before ____________________________

   Have a great time researching and reporting! 


