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Water and Sanitation for All:  
Bringing the Issue Home
An Elementary School Unit (Grades 3-5)

THE BIG PICTURE
TOTAL TIME: 45 MINUTES

Objectives

Students will:

• Become aware of the centrality of water and sanitation in our daily lives.

•  Become familiar with the challenges facing people without ready access to safe water and 
sanitation.

•  Discuss and better understand the work UNICEF is doing to bring water, sanitation, and 
hygiene to children.

Vocabulary

The following words may not be daily occurrences in a student’s vocabulary. Feel free to use this 
list as a resource for students to expand their working vocabulary as they encounter these words 
in this unit.

• Conserve • Drought • Filter • Groundwater

• Microbes • Sanitation • Vapor • Well

Materials Needed/Setup

• Computer with Internet access, connected to video site

• Paper and pens or pencils

• Handout #1, “Map of Niger”

• Handout #2, “UNICEF Video Script”

• Handout #3, “Water, Wonderful Water!”

Directions

1.  (20 minutes) Explain to the class that the next three lessons will focus on the state of water 
and sanitation around the world and how it affects everyone, especially children.

LESSON 1
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Lesson 1

	 •  Word web: Draw a circle on the board and write the word water inside the circle. Ask 
students to call out related words that come to mind—such as liquid, cold, clean, lake, and 
river. Encourage students to suggest words that describe how they get their water (faucet, 
bottle, well).

	 •  Ask students to name the ways in which they use water at home. Answers may include: 
shower or bath, cooking, drinking, washing the car, watering the lawn, filling the swimming 
pool, turning on a sprinkler, and flushing the toilet. Mostly it consists of turning on a tap—
easy. Ask if any student has ever experienced a water shortage at home due to a storm or a 
drought, even for a short period. How did it change daily life? What might life be like if they 
had no faucets or toilets or hoses? 

2.  (15 minutes) Tell students that people all over 
the world, including millions of children, have no 
running water or toilets. Tell them they are going 
to watch a video about a community in Niger, a 
country in Africa. Distribute Handout #1, “Map of 
Niger.” What do students notice about Niger that 
might make water supply an issue? (It is landlocked, and the Niger River is the only major 
waterway.) Tell students that you will show the video two times. The first time they watch, 
they should pay special attention to the things they see—the landscape and the machinery. 
The second time they watch, they should pay special attention to what the narrator is saying.

Video: “WASH” Strategy Provides Safe Drinking Water and Basic Sanitation to Niger  
http://www.youtube.com/user/unicef#p/search/0/fWrHmblt0Zo

Note: Depending on your students’ age and level, 
you may choose one of the following alternate ways 
to use the video:

•  Turn off the sound and show the video while 
providing students a summary or reading some 
or all of the transcript (see Handout #2, “UNICEF 
Video Script”).

•  Play the video in small chunks, stopping to ask 
questions and elicit observations from students.

•  Play the video with no sound, asking students to observe what is going on, and then play the 
video with sound a few times, asking students to listen to the narration.

3.  (10 minutes) After watching the video, ask students to write down or tell the person next to 
them two points they remember from the video. Ask a few students to share with the class. 
Decide as a class the most important points from the video.

4.  Homework: “Water, Wonderful Water!” Distribute 
Handout #3 and have students make a list of at 
least five ways they use water at school and at 
least five ways they use it at home.

Before watching the video it is 

important to stress that there are 

communities within every country 

that have access to clean water and 

sanitation and others that do not.

To find additional videos visit;

TeachUNICEF’s TeacherTube Channel 

at http://teachertube.com/videoList.

php?pg=videonew&cid=44&sid=45

UNICEF’s YouTube Channel at 

http://www.youtube.com/user/ 

unicef?blend=1&ob=4

As an additional exercise, give 

students three statements about the 

video and ask them to choose the 

most accurate summary.
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Handout #1

Map of Niger
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Handout #2

UNICEF Video Script
September 8, 2006—”WASH” strategy provides safe drinking water and basic sanitation in Niger.

You are watching UNICEF television.

In the villages of Niger it is the women and girls’ responsibility to seek water for their 
family’s needs. This task has become much easier for Ayu Yaou, who is now able to fetch 
safe drinking water from a nearby fountain that is supplied by this solar-powered pump.

Ayu also heads the village water committee that manages the water system.

Soundbite: (Hausa) Ayu Yaou, Mother and Head of Water Committee:

“Our burden is a lot less because we don’t have to walk for hours to collect water that 
is now available in the village. The water quality is improved significantly, and it is now 
drinkable. Our children are healthier.”

The solar-powered water system in Guidan Gazobi was installed by UNICEF and supplies 
safe drinking water to 3,010 people. It is monitored and maintained by women in the 
community.

64% of people in rural Niger do not have access to safe drinking water. They rely on 
stagnant pools of water for drinking, cleaning, and washing. As a result, waterborne 
diseases, lack of hygiene, and inadequate sanitation perpetuate a cycle of poverty and 
malnutrition in children.

Now Ayu can provide a more sanitary environment for her daughter Raykia. She also has 
one less obstacle to overcome and may focus her attention on other income-generating 
activities and caring for her daughters. 

Soundbite: (French) Anne Ouedraogo, UNICEF Program Assistant: “Since they had this 
system, their chores are less time consuming, and reduction of the waterborne diseases 
has been significant.”

UNICEF has so far supported the construction and rehabilitation of 44 boreholes and 
28 cemented wells in Niger. The Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Program adheres to the 
concept that easing the lives of women and children benefits the entire community.

With access to safe drinking water and improved basic sanitation practices, the life and 
health of Raykia and other children is greatly improved.

This is Nina Martinek reporting for UNICEF television.

Unite for children
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Handout #3

Water, Wonderful Water!1

Water is one of the most important things in life. It tastes good, it feels cool, and it keeps  
us clean.

There are so many ways that water helps you live your life. Think of at least five ways you 
use water at home and at least five ways you use water at school. Write them down in the 
lists below.

At Home At School

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

4. 4.

5. 5.

1 Source: Based on the New York City Department of Environmental Protection activity “Hang On To Water.”


