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UNIT 3: 

Lesson 2: A Closer Look —  
UNICEF’s Community Programs
Suggested Class Time: 45 Minutes

Objectives:

•	 	Learn about ways UNICEF is helping to build strong communities in Egypt, Niger, and Afghanistan;

•	 Review the lessons learned about creating strong communities for children.

Session Plan:

•	 Case Studies — Let’s Take a Look: 25 Minutes 

•	 What Have We Learned? 20 Minutes

Materials Needed:

Child Survival: A Global Challenge

•	 Chapter 3, pages 24-26

•	 Lessons Learned, page 27

Vocabulary

antibiotics, community health workers, community partnership, dehydration, health system,  

immunization, insecticide-treated bed nets (ITNs), micronutrients, Millennium Development 

Goals, oral rehydration salts (ORS)

Tip: Definitions for these Vocabulary items are in the Glossary on page 38 of the Youth 
Report.

Case Studies: Let’s Take a Look

Directions
1. Assign students to small groups.

2.  Ask students in each group to select and discuss one of the Case Studies in Chapter 3 of the 

Youth Report, pages 24–26. Make sure each of the countries is chosen by at least one group. 

3.  After they locate the country they chose (Egypt, Niger, or Afghanistan) on a world map or 

globe, students should consider these questions:
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	 •	 	In what ways do local community members contribute to the success of the health program 

in the country you chose? 

	 •	 What did you find most interesting about the community health program you read about?

4.  Ask each group to make a brief presentation to the class explaining how its case study shows 

successful community participation.

Tip: Arrange for students to view brief videos featuring the community action programs 

highlighted in this unit:  

Egypt: www.unicef.org/sowc08/profiles/5_egypt.php; Niger: www.unicef.org/sowc08/

profiles/3_niger.php; Afghanistan: www.unicef.org/sowc08/profiles/6_afghanistan.php.

What Have We Learned?

Directions
1.  Ask students to read the bulleted list of lessons learned (Youth Report, page 27. The list is also 

provided below.)

2. Facilitate a discussion about why, in the students’ opinion, these lessons learned are important? 

3.  Then ask the groups to respond to one or more of the Reflection Questions on page 27 of the 

Youth Report and discuss their responses with the whole class. 

Lessons Learned: (from Youth Report, page 27)

•	 Strong community organization and participation;

•	 Families involved at every step;

•	 Cooperation and coordination between local health care providers and the national health system;

•	 Support for community health workers;

•	 Effective ways to refer patients to hospitals and clinics;

•	 Clearly defined government policies, with steady financial support;

•	 Careful monitoring, supervision, and evaluation.

Extension Activity: Advocacy

Making a Difference: Students can advocate for more services for children in their community 

by taking the following actions: writing letters advocating more services for children to local 

representatives, the mayor, and the editors of local newspapers; posting comments on online 

newspaper blogs; making posters or murals; creating and performing a skit; making a video to 

show on a community cable channel or to upload to www.TeacherTube.com.

For guidelines on taking steps to make a difference, students can visit UNICEF’s Voices of Youth 

website: http://www.unicef.org/voy/takeaction/takeaction_97.html.


