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Grade
Middle/Secondary 
Topic
Current Events
Date

Allotted Time
Approximately 55 minutes
Cite sources used to develop this plan:  
Quickwrite criteria adapted from John Barsby Community School

1.	Rationale: 

Current events are an important concept throughout all Social Studies classrooms.  Analyzing articles and synthesizing the information into an effective evaluation are valuable skills for students.  The Olympics are obviously very relevant at this time, so students will be able to make conclusions based on their background knowledge of the Games, as well as from what they read in the articles.  
*This example is specific to a Social Studies class, but this activity could be adapted for issues that appear in Science, English, or other content areas.  

2.	Provincial Learning Outcome(s):

Applications of Social Studies:
	Defend a position on a controversial issue after considering a variety of perspectives

Select and summarize information from primary and secondary print and non-print sources
English/Language Arts 8-12:
	Responding to texts personally, critically and creatively


3.	Assessment
Lesson Outcome
What will students learn?
Sources of Evidence
What product or action will show what students have learned?
Criteria
What will you look for in this evidence?
SWBAT:
- summarize an article by teaching a peer what they have read.  
- develop an opinion and defend that position in writing
Students will produce a t-chart with a partner about the differing perspectives on the issue
Students will produce a quickwrite about their position on the issue

-Accurate information gathered from the articles
-Quickwrite follows established criteria (all students have already practiced quickwrites and have been provided with a quickwrite rubric)
- 3 points in support of decision

4.	Resources, Material and Preparation: 
Two articles with differing perspectives; for example, 	
“After the Olympics comes debt” article- Kelly Sinoski
“Games have generated $1b for B.C., national economies: report” article- Jonathan Fowlie
	Video Clip related to the topic
	Criteria for QuickWrite


5.	Lesson Development
Pacing
·	Introduction: 

    Ask what students know about the issue and what their opinions are about it.  

    Show video clip relevant to issue to activate students’ thinking.

    Write quickwrite question on the board while students are viewing the clip to provide a learning goal throughout the lesson.  For example: Will Vancouver benefit from hosting the Olympics?  Why?

·	Teaching/Learning Sequence: 

Article:
Provide at least two articles that present differing perspectives on the issue.  
	Give half the class one article and the other half the second article. 
	Have students silently read their articles.  Remind students to underline or highlight key information, as they will be sharing it with someone else.

Share:
Have students pair up with someone who read the other article, bringing a piece of paper and a pen.  
	Students will take turns sharing what they learned from their article.  
	Each student will create his or her own t-chart, one side for each perspective (Demonstrate with a t-chart on the board).  
	Partners will work together to fill in their own t-chart.  Students should be encouraged to add in their own background knowledge about the issue to their t-chart.  

Whip Around:
Do a whip around, so each group shares one point from either side.  
Write points on the board; encourage students to add new information to their charts.  

QuickWrite:
Students return to their seats.  
	Draw their attention back to the question written on the board. 
	Remind/provide students about the criteria for a quickwrite.  Students must provide 3 points to support their evaluation.
	Approx 15 minutes for students to write

·	Closure: 

     Have students share their argument, allowing them to elaborate if desired.  

	







 Accommodations (adaptations, extensions, other ): How will you plan for students who have learning/behaviour difficulties or require enrichment?

Extension: Have students question/research a publisher searching for possible bias.
Quick Write Criteria
6
	Topic sentence present and clearly addresses the question or issue

Excellent recall of factual content from lesson, reading, class discussion etc.
Writing is thoughtful and ideas are thoroughly developed
Expression is clear with few flaws in communication
5
	Topic sentence is present and clearly addresses the question or issue

Good recall of factual content from lesson, reading, class discussion etc.
Writing is thoughtful with developed ideas
Expression is generally fluent with few flaws in communication
4
	Topic sentence is present and addresses the question or issue

Adequate recall of factual content from lesson, reading, class discussion etc. 
Writing is generally good with some development
Expression is sufficiently fluent; errors do not impede meaning
3
	Topic sentence is attempted

Minimal recall of factual content from lesson, reading, class discussion etc.
Ideas lack development and conclusions are weak
Expression is limited; errors may distract and interfere with meaning
2
	Topic sentence is inadequate

Insufficient recall of factual content
Absence of writer’s own thoughts on the topic
Expression is awkward; errors interfere with meaning
1
	Topic sentence is not evident

Deficient recall of factual content
Absence of supporting detail
Expression is full of errors making understanding difficult
0
	While writing is evident, no attempt has been made to address the topic given 



