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Massachusetts 
Content Standards: 

 
Social Studies 
Grade 6  

Describe how 
different 
economic 
systems try to 
answer the  
basic economic 
questions of 
what to 
produce, how 
to produce, 
and for whom 
to produce.    
  
 
 
 

Lesson Summary: 

Students will use the simulation, Food Force II, to start a 
village and develop its food, shelter, education, health, 
and employment.  

Estimated Duration: 

This lesson will last for three periods:  one to introduce 
basic economic systems, one for the Food Force II 
simulation, and one for a classroom debriefing.   

 

Commentary:  Because work is saved to the same USB 
stick the sugar operating system is on, students can 
complete the assignment at home or at school.  In 
addition, this is a great way to share what students are 
working on with parents.   

 
Post-Assessment: 

Students will be assessed for understanding through 
contributions to a group discussion.   

Instructional Procedures: 

1. The teacher will explain the major types of economic 
systems (traditional, command, market, mixed).  

2. Students will engage in the Food Force II simulation, 
striving to build a thriving community.   

3. Teacher will facilitate activity debriefing.  
a. Students will classify the economic system at 

work in Food Force II.   
b. Students will discuss the challenges of creating 

a sustainable society in small groups and as a 
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whole class.   
c. Students will compare the challenges of the 

simulation with real world events.  

Homework Options and Home Connections:  

One of the most important features of Sugar is its trans-
portability. Students should take stick home to share creations 
with parents or other family members.  Extension activities can 
be done as homework or in-class during additional periods. 
 
Extended Learning:  
 
Students can extend learning by finding news articles related to 
the economic development challenges around the globe.   
 
Challenges can be analyzed and classified by type of challenge.  
 
Students can brainstorm solutions and compare and contrast 
them to how the United States or other nations handle similar 
challenges.  
 

Materials and Resources: 

For teachers Notes for lecture, and list of questions to 
guide debriefing. 

For students Sugar on a Stick (OS and software may be 
downloaded at 
http://wiki.sugarlabs.org/go/Downloads)  

Technology Connections 

This lesson uses Sugar on a Stick.   

General Tips 
See the Sugar Floss Manual at 
http://en.flossmanuals.net/sugar for more information.   

 

http://wiki.sugarlabs.org/go/Downloads
http://en.flossmanuals.net/sugar

