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Massachusetts 
Content Standards: 

 
Language Arts 
Grade 5 - 6 

Group related 
ideas and place 
them in logical 
order when 
writing 
summaries or 
reports.  
 
Use additional 
knowledge to 
correct 
mechanics, 
correct 
sentence 
structure, and 
correct 
standard 
English spelling 
when writing, 
revising, and 
editing.   
 
Organize 
information 
into a coherent 
essay or report 
with a theisis 
statement in 
the 
introduction, 
transition 
sentences to to 

Lesson Summary: 

Students will begin the writing process by brainstorming 
and creating an outline for a writing assignment using a 
concept map.  They will continue the writing process as 
homework and in class before writing a final copy using 
word-processing software.  

Estimated Duration: 

Students will need approximately two periods to 
complete this brainstorming/outline exercises.  Another 
three days will be needed for drafting, editing, revising 
and producing a final product.   

 

Commentary:  Because work is saved to the same USB 
stick the sugar operating system is on, students can 
complete the assignment at home or at school.  In 
addition, this is a great way to share what students are 
working on with parents.   

 
Post-Assessment: 

Students will be assessed for completion and be given 
feedback before progressing to their writing draft.    

Instructional Procedures: 

1. Students will create a brainstorm web for their paper 
topic using Labyrinth.  

2. Students will evaluate original ideas and make 
decisions regarding which to develop and which to 
eliminate. 

3. Students may use chat function of Sugar to 
collaboratively discuss these decisions with peers.   

4. Students will then move concepts into a coherent 
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link 
paragraphs, 
and a 
conclusion.   
 
 
 
 

order to create an outline. 
5. Students will write a draft of their essay for 

homework.   
6. They will continue to revise in class using peer editing.  
7. Students will type final paper in Write, also part of the 

Sugar software.  

Homework Options and Home Connections  
One of the most important features of Sugar is its trans-
portability. Students should take stick home to share creations 
with parents or other family members.  Students may complete 
assignment at home if they did not finish in class.  After the 
outline is constructed, students will continue writing a draft that 
will be revised in class using peer editing for homework 
 

Materials and Resources: 

For teachers n/a 

For students Sugar on a Stick (OS and software may be 
downloaded at 
http://wiki.sugarlabs.org/go/Downloads)  

Technology Connections 

This lesson uses Sugar on a Stick’s mind mapping and word 
processing software and allows students to practice typing 
skills. 

General Tips 
See the Sugar Floss Manual at 
http://en.flossmanuals.net/sugar for more information. 
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