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Massachusetts Content 
Standards: 

 
Language Arts 
Grade 5 - 6 

Identify and 
analyze the 
elements of 
setting, 
characterization, 
and plot 
(including 
conflict). 
 
 

Lesson Summary: 

Students will use evidence from a fiction text to create a 
concept map that defines a character from the story..  

Estimated Duration: 

Students will need approximately one period to 
complete this exercise after reading the text.   

 

Commentary:  Because work is saved to the same USB 
stick the sugar operating system is on, students can 
complete the assignment at home or at school.  In 
addition, this is a great way to share what students are 
working on with parents.   

 
Post-Assessment: 

Student work will be assessed for completeness of character 
description and quality of supporting evidence from the text.   

Instructional Procedures: 

1. The teacher will instruct students to use sticky notes 
within the text as they are reading to mark passages 
that describe the physical and personal 
characteristics of one of the characters in the novel.  

2. Students will create a character web using Labyrinth.  
Students put the character’s name in the center and 
begin radiating out with words that describe that 
character.  For each word, the student should enter a 
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quote from the text that supports their claim.   

Differentiated Instructional Support 

This activity can be differentiated according to learner 
needs.  A minimum number of characteristics can be 
predetermined as well as be raised or lowered for individual 
learners.  Also, specific questions about the character can 
also be asked.  For example, if the text is Island of the Blue 
Dolphins by Scott O’Dell, the character analysis may 
specifically focus on questions such as, “What qualities of 
the central character enable them to survive?”  

Homework Options and Home Connections  
One of the most important features of Sugar is its trans-
portability. Students should take stick home to share creations 
with parents or other family members.  Students can continue 
practicing at home for additional practice.  Some ideas would 
be to also analyze a support character and compare and 
contrast how main and supporting characters are developed 
differently in the story. 
 

Materials and Resources: 

For teachers n/a 

For students Text with sticky notes, Sugar on a Stick (OS 
and software may be downloaded at 
http://wiki.sugarlabs.org/go/Downloads)  

Technology Connections 

This lesson uses Sugar on a Stick’s mind mapping software 
and allows students to practice word processing/typing 
skills. 

General Tips 
See the Sugar Floss Manual at 
http://en.flossmanuals.net/sugar for more information.  

 

http://wiki.sugarlabs.org/go/Downloads
http://en.flossmanuals.net/sugar

