Essay Thesis & Topic Sentences

Based on thoughts generated in your prewriting and looking through parts of the book that you have marked with your post-its, write a preliminary thesis statement.  Don’t worry about getting specific details and formatting right.  Just get your ideas down on paper.
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Thesis Revision.  Use the guidelines below to help you develop a solid thesis statement to 

guide your essay.   

A strong thesis:

·  takes some sort of stand 

·  provokes interest 

·  justifies discussion (should not be so obvious that readers would agree with it without 

reading your essay) 

·  expresses one main idea 

·  limits and focuses topic to make it manageable 

·  is one sentence 

·  includes author’s name and book title  

 _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Topic sentences.  Your topic sentence should make an assertion, should “prove” your thesis, and should be one sentence only.  Write three assertion statements for the body paragraphs of your essay. 

1. _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
2.  _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
3. (optional for Eng. I, required for Eng. II) _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Format for a four- or five-paragraph essay

Introductory Paragraph

· Begin with attention-getter.  Make sure it connects to the content of the essay.

· Give us some background on the novel to orient the reader.  Make sure it connects to the content of the essay. 

· End with your thesis statement.
Body Paragraph 1

· Begins with a transitional word.

· Begin with topic sentence/claim that makes an assertion and makes a clear connection to the thesis statement.

· Incorporate at least 3 quotes/examples/paraphrases.  (Follow the format in the Delve-In Graphic Organizer).

· Introduce each quotation smoothly by adding important plot, character, or setting information to orient the reader.

· When you quote, feel free to manipulate the quote, use proper punctuation, don’t forget page numbers, and only use the words you need.

· After you quote, make sure you analyze the quote—making sure it ties into your topic sentence and thesis.

· End your paragraph with a concluding sentence that restates your assertion in the topic sentence.

Body Paragraph 2

· Follow same format as Body Paragraph 2, but with a different topic sentence.
Conclusion

· Begin with a transitional word.

· Begin with a restatement of the thesis statement. (Use different words).

· Summarize your two or three main points.

· Make observations, connections, applications, conclusions, suggestions.  Conclude with a clincher if you can. (optional)

General Style Tips (for a formal analysis paper)

· Avoid using personal pronouns (I, you, we, us). 

· Avoid a conversational tone. 

· Use transitions when you go from one idea to another to alert the reader.

· Vary sentence length and structure.

Organizer for a four- or five-paragraph essay

Introductory Paragraph

Thesis: (goes at the end)

Body Paragraph 1
Body Paragraph 2
Body Paragraph 3
Conclusion

