EAST MEADOW SCHOOL DISTRICT

EAST MEADOW, NEW YORK

CURRICULUM AREA PROJECT

Grades 6-8-Literacy Center CAP- 2009-2010
Literacy Center

W. T. Clarke Middle School 

East Meadow School District 
Completed August 2009
Coordinator and Writer:  Kristen Almeida
WT Clarke MS Reading Specialist

Table of Contents

	Page #
	Content

	2
	Abstract

	3
	Rationale

	4
	Bibliography

	5
	Planning

	6-7
	If… Then…

	8-21
	Literacy Center Inventory

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Abstract


The WT Clarke Literacy Center was established in 2007 to serve as a common meeting place for teachers and staff of all grades and content areas.  Here the teachers can share ideas and learn more about the Balanced Literacy approach.  Throughout the past two years, teachers have been visiting the Center to borrow resources which fit their specific teaching needs. Within this past year, the poster maker has made its debut in the Center.  With this innovative technology and with the help of our BOCES staff trainer, Joanne Disken, teachers can now scan and create beautiful posters in an array of sizes to add to their repertoire of tools in the classroom. 

The Center’s main goal is to provide the teachers of WT Clarke Middle School with a wealth of resources to build a community of successful readers and writers in their classrooms.  Keeping this goal in mind, as well as the District’s commitment to Balanced Literacy and Differentiated Instruction, materials are carefully selected to reach each child’s diverse learning style.
Rationale

A Literacy Center is a “must” in order for a successful Balanced Literacy program to exist and flourish within a school.  Teachers of all middle school grades (sixth, seventh, and eighth) now have a professional room with an abundance of nonfiction and fiction materials to enhance their curriculum.  In addition to these materials, the Center now has a poster maker, which allows the teachers to utilize new technology and incorporate life size, visually appealing posters and graphic organizers to enrich their lessons.  

This year, especially, an array of professional materials was added to the Literacy Center.  Teachers can now refer to reliable resources, which are current and rich with ideas, suggestions, and explanations centering on both the Balanced Literacy approach and Differentiated Instruction.  These professional materials have created camaraderie among the teachers of various grade levels and subject areas as several books have become the topic of discussion over lunch or even in between periods. Moreover, the teachers are sharing a common language, referring to both authors of these materials and common terms and concepts they have learned.  One particular favorite among the ELA teachers has been The Book Whisperer by Donalyn Miller.  This particular book has inspired many of the teachers and provided them with new ideas to encourage independent/choice reading among their students.  This year, above all, the teachers see their students reading by choice, as well as, sharing authors and titles with peers during personal conversations.   
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September 2008-August 2009
*Collaborated with our AUSSIE trainer, Andrea, as well as Cindy Munter and Melissa Kishegyi, regarding necessary materials to order for the Center.  All materials were selected to fit the needs of our students and curriculum in grades 6-8.

*Met several times with Cindy Munter to review purchase orders.

*Ordered materials for the Center such as, Professional Materials, Primary Source Document kits, picture books, wipe off boards, book baskets, etc.

*All materials were then categorized according to content, theme, and genre.
*Once categorized, the books were placed into bins.
*All materials were logged into the inventory on the Excel program for teachers to access. 

*Laminated several graphic organizers, figurative language posters, and primary source documents from the Primary Sources series by Teacher Created Materials.

*Created and laminated Them/Me double entry journal posters on the poster machine to be kept in the Center for teacher/student use.
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	6th Grade
Social Studies
	6

	Ancient Greece
	Nonfiction
	Primary Sources :  Ancient Greece
	Teacher Created Materials
	6th Grade Social Studies
	6

	Ancient Greece
	Nonfiction
	PSR World Cultures Through Time:  Socrates
	Teacher Created Materials
	6th Grade Social Studies
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	9

	Picture Books
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	What I Know First
	Patricia MacLachlan
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	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	When I Was Little
	Jamie Lee Curtis
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	Bad Dog, Marley
	John Grogan
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	My Secret Bully
	Trudy Ludwig
	Memoir Picture Books
	8 

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	The Relatives Came 
	Cynthia Rylant
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	A Family Vacation
	Dayal Kaur Khalsa
	Memoir Picture Books
	8

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	Tales of a Gambling Grandma
	Dayal Kaur Khalsa
	Memoir Picture Books
	8

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	Now One Foot, Now the Other
	Tomi de Paola
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Nonfiction
	The Milestones Project
	Steckel and Steckel
	Memoir Picture Books
	9

	Picture Books
	Nonfiction
	Hairs Pelitos
	Sandra Cisneros
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good Very Bad Day
	Judith Viorst
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	She Come Bringing That Little Baby Girl
	E. Greenfield
	Memoir Picture Books
	8

	Picture Books
	Nonfiction
	I Love You Like Crazy Cakes
	Rose Lewis
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	My Mom's Wedding
	Eve Bunting 
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	The Forever Dog
	Bill Cochran
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	Joseph Had a Little Overcoat
	Simms Taback
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	The Gardner
	Sarah Stewart
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	Remembering Grandpa 
	Uma Krishnaswami
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge
	Mem Fox
	Memoir Picture Books
	10

	Picture Books
	Fiction
	When I Was Young in the Mountains 
	Cynthia Rylant
	Memoir Picture Books
	5

	Picture Books
	Nonfiction
	Thank You Mr. Falker
	Patricia Polacco
	Memoir Picture Books
	3

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Joyful Noise:  Poems for Two Voices
	Paul Fleischman
	Poetry
	5

	Poetry
	Poetry
	If I Were in Charge of the World and Other Worries
	Judith Viorst
	Poetry
	5

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Feelings
	Aliki
	Poetry
	1

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Another Very First Poetry Book
	John Foster
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	A Kick in the Head:  An Everyday Guide to Poetic Forms
	Paul B.  Janeczko
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Home to Me:  Poems Across America
	Lee Bennett Hopkins
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Poetry for Young People:  Carl Sandburg
	Scholastic
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Poetry for Young People: Robert Frost 
	Scholastic
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Poetry for Young People:  Robert Browning
	Scholastic
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Poetry for Young People:  Langston Hughes
	Scholastic
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Poetry for Young People:  Emily Dickinson
	Scholastic
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Poetry for Young People: William Shakespeare  
	Scholastic
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Poetry for Young People:  American Poetry
	Scholastic
	Poetry
	 6

	Poetry
	Poetry
	A Moon in Your Lunchbox
	Michael Spooner
	Poetry
	1

	Poetry
	Poetry
	The Dream Keeper and Other Poems
	Langston Hughes
	Poetry
	4

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Honey, I Love and Other Poems
	Eloise Greenfield
	Poetry
	3

	Poetry
	Poetry
	The Rose in My Garden
	Arnold Lobel
	Poetry
	3

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Hailstones and Halibut Bones
	Mary O’Neill
	Poetry
	7

	Poetry
	Poetry
	The Best Poems Ever:  A Collection of Poetry’s Greatest Voices
	Edric S. Mesmer
	Poetry
	1

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Poems and Rhymes
	Childcraft
	Poetry
	1

	Poetry
	Poetry
	The New Kid on the Block
	Jack Prelutsky
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	It’s Raining Pigs and Noodles
	Jack Prelutsky
	Poetry
	1

	Poetry
	Poetry
	The Random House Book of Poetry for Children
	Jack Prelutsky
	Poetry
	1

	Poetry
	Poetry
	A Light in The Attic
	Shel Silverstein
	Poetry
	1

	Poetry
	Poetry
	Where the Sidewalk Ends
	Shel Silverstein
	Poetry
	1

	Poetry
	Poetry
	“If You’re Not Here, Please Raise Your Hand”  Poems About School
	Kalli Dakos
	Poetry
	8

	Poetry
	Poetry
	If Kids Ruled the School:  More Kids’ Favorite Funny School Poems 
	Bruce Lansky
	Poetry
	7

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	Unwrapping the Read Aloud
	 
	Professional Materials
	1

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	Using the Writer's Notebook in Grades 3-8
	 
	Professional Materials
	1

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	How to Write Your Life Story
	Ralph Fletcher
	Professional Materials
	1

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	Practice with a Purpose:  Literacy Work Stations for Grades 3-6
	Debbie Diller
	Professional Materials
	1

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	Nonfiction Mentor Texts
	Lynne R. Dorfman & Rose Cappelli
	Professional Materials
	1

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	Nonfiction Matters
	Stephanie Harvey
	Professional Materials
	4

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	Writing a Life;  Teaching Memoir
	Katherine Bomer
	Professional Materials
	5

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	The Book Whisperer
	Donalyn Miller
	Professional Materials
	5

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	Interactive Notebooks and English Language Learners
	Marcia Carter, Anita Hernandez, and Jeanine Richison
	Professional Materials
	5

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	Subjects Matter
	Harvey Daniels and Steven Zemelmen
	Professional Materials
	5

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	Blending Genre, Altering Style
	Tom Romano
	Professional Materials
	5

	Professional Materials
	Nonfiction 
	Nonfiction Matters
	Stephanie Harvey
	Professional Materials
	5
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