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Teacher Resource 
Mini-lesson 
 

Mapping Assets and Liabilities In Your Community. 
Adapted from: Driskell, David. Creating Better Cities with Children and Youth: A Manual for  

Participation. UNESCO Publishing, Earthscan Publications, 2002. 178-194. 
 

Teacher should instruct students about the mapping exercise.  
 
As a class you are going to design a map of your community’s assets and liabilities, building on 
your previous two mapping and community exploration activities. You are going to begin in 
small groups of 3 to 4 students to create community maps before combining your maps into one 
big class map.  
 
For examples of New York City maps and other places, please go to Green Map 
http://www.greenmap.org or use any other maps to illustrate how some students have already 
mapped parts of New York City. 
 
Surveying the Area 
 
Students should decide what method(s) of mapping assets and liabilities they are going to use. 
They can do this any way they wish, using icons, taking photographs, drawing pictures, making 
pluses and minuses next to sites, anything that helps them create a picture of what their 
community looks like. Remind them to focus on what aspects of the community are assets, 
liabilities or sometimes both. (Some examples of things to look for: businesses, transportation, 
recycling and renewable energy sites, cultural and historic places, trees, natural areas, buildings, 
schools, social gathering spots, benches, parks, playgrounds, communication areas and devices, 
pollution, violence, languages, safe zones, loud or quiet places, etc.) In addition, students can 
collect notes on noises and smells, as well as general impressions about the health and physical 
beauty of area’s environment. 
 
Recording Community Asset and Liability Information. While you are in the field, use notebooks, 
index cards or a recording device of some nature should be used to keep track of the category, 
name and location of each asset and liability. A few phrases or sentences can be written about 
special features of the landscape, make sketches or take photos to capture the sites’ key elements. 
 
Completing Your List of Assets and Liabilities. All members of a Map Team should compare 
their lists of community assets and liabilities using “What Does My Community Have to Work 
With?” Student Packet (p. 139).  
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Teacher Resource 
Mini-lesson 
 
Making a Class Map 
 
Compiling Assets and Liabilities from All Groups. As a class you need to compile all the assets 
and liabilities that you mapped and listed in your “What Does My Community Have to Work 
With?” Student Packet (p. 139). This can be done by using large graph paper to chart all the 
assets, liabilities and those that you feel qualify as both in the community to show the 
commonalities and differences between the group maps.  
 
Making Your Map. You can draft your map by tracing a base map or drawing a diagram of your 
area that fits the size of your paper. You can work freehand, trace an aerial photo or copy an 
existing map. Be sure to credit the source of the base map, which may be a road map, a lot 
survey plan, a city planning map, etc. Use a copy machine or tracing paper to create a “working 
map”.  
 
Tips 
 

• Try to use colors and design elements that will enhance the map but will also reproduce 
well.  

• Identify your map’s geographic boundaries so people seeing it for the first time will 
understand where your neighborhood is situated.  

• Consider how users will navigate the map once it is completed.  
• Decide how to indicate assets and liabilities, and general community resources and areas. 

If you are using icons, or pluses/minuses, etc., you may want to leave room for a legend, 
which is a list that defines each icon or picture, and explains how to read your Map.  

• Be sure to consider the map reading skills of project participants, if maps are unfamiliar, 
participants may find them intimidating.  

• Your map should tell the story of your community with words and images in a condensed 
and inviting way. Your map might actually include poems, brief essays, or photos and 
drawings. Be creative about the ways that you encourage people to discover new things 
about their community.  

• Remind students that they will be creating a powerful tool for community awareness and 
advocacy in relation to the natural and built environments. Inform students that through 
the display and distribution of your map, you will have the opportunity to share 
knowledge about important relationships in your community — to teach others the things 
that you have worked so hard to teach yourselves!   
 

Drawing Conclusions from Your Map 
 
List all the important observations you made between your community’s relationships with the 
commons, culture, government and people. What new things have you learned about the place 
where you live?  
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Student Packet 
What Does My Community Have to Work With?  

 
 

What Are the Assets in My Community? 
(What in the community helps to create a good quality of life?) 
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Student Packet 
What Does My Community Have to Work With?  

 
What Are the Liabilities in My Community? 
(What takes away from the quality of life in the community?)




