
John James Audubon

Hello, my name is John James Audubon and I lived from 

1785-1851.  During my lifetime I decided to paint each of 

the species of birds which are native to America.  I was not 

the first person to come up with this idea however; my 

paintings are widely recognized for their quality and 

accuracy.  The first person to come up with such an idea was 

Alexander Wilson.  I liked Wilson's idea but, I thought I 

could do a better job.  My collection of paintings is called 

“Birds of America” and includes 435 life sized prints of birds.  

You might be surprised to learn that I was born in the country now 

known as Haiti and that I grew up in France.  I did not come to America 

until 1803 when I was eighteen.  I developed a love of nature while living 

in France.  I also became fascinated by 

birds at a young age, while I was still 

in France.  When I came to America, I 

decided to further my study by 

completing experiments with what is 

called “bird banding.”  Basically, I put tags on birds so that I could 

track their migration patterns.  By completing this experiment I was 

able to learn that birds return to the same nesting sites each year. 

This information is still useful to scientists today.  

When I first started to paint birds I was not a well known artist as I am today.  I was poor and 



traveled along the Mississippi River with my gun, painting supplies and one assistant.  This lifestyle 

was difficult and sometimes even dangerous.  However, I loved painting and nature and enjoyed the 

opportunity to paint in such beautiful surroundings.  Fortunately, as my paintings became more famous, 

I was able to live a more comfortable life.  

My love of nature has inspired other people to work to 

protect birds.  The National Audubon Society is a group which 

works to protect birds.  They have been working to protect bird 

habitats and populations for over 100 years.  The society was 

named after me in honor of my artwork and experiments.  

When you view my painting you will be able to observe 

my love of nature and birds.  I tried to make all of my paintings 

realistic and lifelike so that people could enjoy the beauty of 

nature.  Hopefully, my work will encourage you to love birds 

and wildlife as well.  Well, young artists that is all I have time to tell you today.
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