
 
 
 
 
 
 

 How Can I Enrich My Classroom for the 
Gifted Learner 

Special Interest 
Articles: 

 
www.gcabc.ca 
 
www.nagc.org 
 
 
http://www.bced.go

v.bc.ca/specialed/
gifted/ 

 

 
Josh, Kevin and Victoria 

 Often parents recognize how bright their child is at an early age. 
Gifted children tend to read early, often before kindergarten. 
They have a good vocabulary, excellent memory and process 
information quickly. 

 Students who are gifted often demonstrate outstanding abilities 
in more than one area.  

 They may demonstrate extraordinary intensity of focus in their 
particular areas of talent or interest. 

 However, they may also have accompanying disabilities and    
should not be expected to have strengths in all areas of 
intellectual functioning 

 

Helping you to identify the Gifted 
Learner 

 

Invisible Adaptations 
 Compacting: 

Strategy designed to streamline the amount of time the student spends on 
the regular curriculum.   

Independent Study: 

Opportunity for students to pursue areas of personal interest or to 
Individually investigate course topics. 

Learning Centers: 

Physical "stations" where students are engaged in activities designed to 
extend their understanding and thinking about a topic.  

Tiered Assignments 
Designed to meet the needs of a group of learners functioning at a range of 
levels.  Students work on the same content, but are asked different 
questions and are provided with different activities that are assigned 
according to ability. 

Learning Through Broad Based Themes 

A theme can span several disciplines and give rise to the study of many 
topics.  The content of the curriculum, the thinking and research skills 
used, and the end product of the investigation are taken into consideration 
in the development of the theme and related lessons. 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What can you expect to see with 
regards to learning? 
- High mathematical abilities 
- Fluency in non verbal communication 
- Imagination thinking 
- Learn quickly through    experience 
- Showing desire to learn in daily work 
- Responds well to visual media 
- Imaginative Story Telling Using LRI                

What can you expect to see 
behaviorally?  
- Alert and curious 
- Independence of action 
- High Initiative and eagerness  
   to do new things 
- Mature Sense of humor 
- Varied interests 

 

 

What might it look like in your 
classroom? 

MYTHS 
•Gifted Students Don’t Need Help; They’ll Do Fine On Their Own 

•Teachers Challenge All The Students, So Gifted Kids Will Be Fine In The Regular 
Classroom 

•Gifted Students Make Everyone Else In The Smarter By Providing A Role Model Or A 
Challenge 

•All Children Are Gifted 

•Acceleration Placement Options Are Socially Harmful For Gifted Students 

•Gifted Education Programs Are Elitist 

•That Student Can’t Be Gifted; (S)He’s Receiving Poor Grades 

•Gifted Students Are Happy, Popular, And Well Adjusted In School 

•This Child Can’t Be Gifted,(S) He Has A Disability 

•Gifted Education Requires Abundant Resources 

 

The wisest mind 
has something yet 
to learn. – George 
Santayana 
 
Our kids are 
normal.  They just 
aren't typical... – 
Jim Delisle 
 
All of us do not 
have equal talent, 
but all of us should 
have an equal 
opportunity to 
develop our talent. 
– John F. Kennedy 

 
 

 

Defining Giftedness 
 

 There is no universal definition.  Some professionals define "gifted" 
as an intelligence test score above 130, two or more standard 
deviations above the norm, or the top 2.5%.  

  
 Others define "gifted" based on scholastic achievement: a gifted child 

works 2 or more grade levels above his or her age.  Still others see 
giftedness as prodigious accomplishment: adult-level work while 
chronologically a child. 

 
 BC Special Education: A student is considered gifted when she/he 

possesses demonstrated or potential abilities that give evidence of 
exceptionally high capability with respect to intellect, creativity, or 
the skills associated with specific disciplines.  

 
 

 

 


