
Children’s Books - Fiction 

Home at Last   (primary – fiction) 

Author: Elya, Susan Middleton This picture book deals sensitively with the combined feelings of 

excitement and dislocation experienced by a family of new immigrants. When Anna's family 

move to the USA from Mexico, her mother is reluctant to learn English and misses her old 

home. With the encouragement of her daughter and husband, she enrolls at evening classes, 

and comes to share their progress in learning a new language, regaining a sense of 

independence and self-esteem. 

 

Gervelie's Journey (primary – fiction) 

Author: Anthony Robinson & Annemarie Young   This picture book combines photographs of 

Gervelie, her family and friends with colour illustrations, some full page, to recreate the story of 

her escape from Brazzaville, capital of the Republic of Congo, to a new life in Norwich, where 

she and her father find asylum after a long and hazardous journey from their war-torn home 

country. Gervelie describes in her own words the difficulties she and her father experience as 

refugees dealing with a new country, unfamiliar language, and the pain of separation from 

other family members. 

 

Refugees (primary – fiction) 

Author: David Miller This picture book with simple text tells the story of two wild ducks whose 

home environment is destroyed and who must embark on a perilous journey in search of a safe 

haven. Their quest brings danger, rejection and the threat of violence, before they are finally 

able to adopt a new home. The title is the only direct allusion to the theme of this engaging 

tale. 

 

Home is a Place Called Nowhere (upper intermediate – fiction) 

Author: Rosselson, Leon This topical, fast-paced novel deals with issues of discrimination 

and prejudice against refugees. Amina runs away to London after a crisis in her adoptive family, 

hoping to track down her mother and to discover the truth about her apparent abandonment. 

Paul, an older and more streetwise runaway, helps her to make contact with the refugee 

community. It is by listening to other people and their stories that she comes, finally, to 

understand her own. 

  



Home of the Brave (intermediate – fiction) 

Author: Katherine Applegate 

A beautiful story told in free verse from the perspective of a young Sudanese refugee boy, 

newly arrived in Minnesota.  He's safe, but lonely, bewildered by the new culture confronting 

him, and wracked with guilt that he survived. 

Smiling for Strangers  (teen – fiction) 

Hicyilmaz, Gaye This subtle and poignant novel challenges stereotypes and contemporary 

prejudice against asylum-seekers in its story of Nina, orphaned daughter of a middle-class 

family in Sarajevo, who escapes to England by hiding in one of the returning aid lorries. When 

she searches for her mother's English friend from before the war, she is faced with many 

unexpected discoveries about this 'safe haven' as well as a new perspective on her own family. 

 


