
Who Helps? 

Adapted from: UN Works, What’s Going On?  

(www.un.org/works/goingon/refugees/lessonplan_refugees.html) 

Material: Access to computers and internet 

1. Ask the students who they think is responsible for helping refugees. 

Explain:  the UN has a body called the UNHCR ( High commissioner for refugees, established in 1950. 

They are responsible for protecting the rights of refugees. They provide money, food, tools, shelter, 

schools and clinics to help people get back on their feet. They have left approximately 50 million people 

in the last 50 years. They have staff of 6,540 people working in 116 countries and currently help 19.2 

million persons.  www.unhcr.org  

2. The students should form groups of 2-5. Each group is responsible for developing a game plan 

on how they can help through: 

- Creating a group name and logo 

- Writing a mission statement 

- Listing their groups goals to help 

- Describing how other organizations they have researched help refugees 

 

Possible sites for students to visit: 

United Nations Commissioner for Refugees 
www.unhcr.org  

USA for UNHCR includes a large number of educational resources that can be used for 
lesson plans. 
http://www.usaforunhcr.org/educationalresources.cfm 

World Refugee Day 
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/refugee/ 

One 
www.one.org 

Human Rights Watch reports on refugees around the world and find out how to get involved 
on a local level. 
http://hrw.org/ 

Amnesty International provides information on the human rights abuses refugees and 
internally displaced people find. 
http://www.amnestyusa.org 
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International Crisis Group works to prevent crisis worldwide. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=2700&l=1 

http://www.intrescom.org/ 

US Committee on Refugees and Immigrants protecting refugees, serving immigrants 
upholding freedom since 1911 
http://www.refugees.org/ 

Refugees International a powerful voice for lifesaving action 
http://www.refugeesinternational.org/ 

InterAction is the largest alliance of U.S. based international development and humanitarian 
nongovernmental organization.  
http://www.interaction.org/ 

Respect Refugees is a refugee education sponsorship program 
http://www.respectrefugees.org/ 

Student Acting for Refugees STAR is setting up a group here for those students who are 
interested in promoting awareness of refugee issues, supporting refugees through 
community volunteer work and campaigning for refugee rights.  
http://www.aucegypt.edu/academic/fmrs/Students_News/students_news.html 
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