
Our Inquiry Question: 

How can we approach discrimination to help create attachment within our 

inclusive classroom? 

We set out with this inquiry question in mind and discovered many different ways to 

approach discrimination within the classroom, but our favourite way to do so was through 

literature circles. Within literature circles the children will have the opportunity to learn about 

different forms of discrimination such as racism, sexism, homophobia, and bodyism. 

Furthermore, students will have the opportunity to discuss their own personal feelings towards 

discrimination. By using literature circles each and every student is going to have the opportunity 

to get their voice heard and also to explore and vent their personal opinions and experiences 

through journaling. We also chose to use literature circles because we know that by giving 

students choice in what they are learning, reading and discussing, students will be more engaged 

and therefore more powerful learning will result.  

 Within this resource you will find a lesson for introducing discrimination to literature, 

some possible worksheets and ideas one could use within literature circles, a list of possible book 

and other resources one could use within the unit on discrimination as well as the resources we 

have used to put together our own unit on literature circles. Please note that this resource is 

meant to be highly adaptable and that literature circles can be used as a part of any unit in almost 

any grade. The book list was provided as some suggestions for a grade seven class that may be 

exploring discrimination. When deciding upon books for literature circles it is always important 

to keep your class’ grade, interests, reading levels and timeline in mind. 

Thank you and we hope you enjoy this resource!! 

 



Grade Seven Topic Literature Circles Introduction 

Date  Allotted Time 45 minutes 

Cite sources used to develop this plan:   

Grand Conversations, Thoughtful Responses: A Unique Approach to Literature Circles. Faye Brownlie 

Literature Circles. Creative Teaching Press 

Literature Circles: A Complete Guide for the Middle Grades. Valerie Posey and Debora Bodenheimer 

 

1. Rationale: Why is this lesson relevant at this time with these students? 

This lesson is meant to be after the students have some concept of what a literature circle is. This lesson 

will help introduce the students to the books they will have to choose from for the new unit based on 

discrimination. Within this lesson students will know what is expected of them throughout the unit and 

know the general time line for the next five weeks. 

2. Provincial Learning Outcome(s): What IRP outcome(s) does this lesson develop? 

Language Arts: 

A3 listen purposefully to understand and analyse ideas and information, by 

– summarizing and synthesizing 

– generating questions 

– visualizing and sharing 

– making inferences and drawing conclusions 

– interpreting the speaker’s verbal and nonverbal messages, purposes, and perspectives 

– analysing 

– ignoring distractions 

B6 select and use various strategies during reading and viewing to construct, monitor, and 

confirm 

meaning, including 

– predicting 

– making connections 

– visualizing 

– asking and answering questions 

– making inferences and drawing conclusions 

– using ‘text features’ 

– self-monitoring and self-correcting 

– figuring out unknown words 

– reading selectively 

– determining the importance of ideas/events 

– summarizing and synthesizing 

 
 



3. Assessment 

Lesson Outcome 
What will students learn? 

Sources of Evidence 
What product or action will show 

what students have learned? 

Criteria 
What will you look for in this 

evidence? 

1. SWBAT identify and choose a 

novel for their literature circle 

2. SWBAT predict what they 

believe will occur in the novel 

they have chosen 

 

 

3. SWBAT describe the plot, 

characters and setting of their 

novel 

1. Students listening to 

introductions of the novels and 

then choosing a novel 

2. Students’ journal writing 

 

 

3. Students’ journal writing 

1. Students choosing a novel that 

interests them and is within their 

reading abilities 

2. A prediction based on the 

general plot of the book. Should 

include form of discrimination, 

an incident that may occur. 

3. The general plot, problem in 

the story, setting, characters 

4. Resources, Material and Preparation: What resources, materials and preparation are required?  

 Student journals 

 Index cards 

 How to Write Really Badly – Anne Fine 

 Iqbal – Frances D’Adamo 

 Milkweed – Jerry Spinelli 

 Yellow Line – Sylvia Olsen 

 Waiting for Sarah – Bruce McBay  

 The Breadwinner – Deborah Ellis 

5. Lesson Development Pacing 

 Introduction: How will you introduce this lesson in a manner that engages 
students and activates their thinking? 

Remember yesterday we made our thematic poster about discrimination and talked more 

about what literature circles are and how they work? Who can tell me something about 

either discrimination or a literature circle? 

 Teaching/Learning Sequence: What steps and activities are you going to use to 

help students acquire and practice the knowledge, skills and/or attitudes needed 

to meet the outcome? 

1. Have overview of lesson on the board and go over it. (We are now going to get started 

on our literature circles. First I will introduce all of the books to you. I want you to then 

think about your top two choices and I will call you up to come and pick out your book. 

Once we have picked our books we are going to do some journal writing and make 

some predictions about our book. From here you will proceed to silent read for 15 

minutes, then go back to your journal to write some more. We will discuss what you 

 

3 min 

 

 

 

 

 

2 min 



will be writing when we get to that point.) 

2. Read each book on the list before you present it to your students. Be enthusiastic! 

3. Give a quick overview of the book – plot, key characters, why I chose it, what caught 

my fancy about it 

4. Read an excerpt from the novel so that the students can get an idea of the language 

5. Give a page count and comment on aesthetics 

6. Go through each book this way and then get students to think about their top two 

choices. 

7. Call up in groups of four and get the students to pick their choice. Continue through 

whole class until everyone has a novel. Make sure to have index cards with novel title 

at the top and then get the students to write down their names on the index card so I 

know who is in each group 

8. Tell the class you want them to look at the pictures on the cover page and quickly flip 

through the text and look at any other pictures that there may be. Now put your book 

away and write a paragraph explaining what this book will be about. Should include 

ideas on type of discrimination, setting and a problem that may arise in the book. 

9. Write two or more questions that you would like to be able to answer as you read 

through this book. 

10. Silently read for 10 minutes. 

11. Now grab your journal again and write the following information: 

a. Who are the main characters so far? 

b. What seems to be the problem in the story? 

c. What seems to be the type of discrimination in the story? 

d. When and where does the story take place? 

 Closure: How will you solidify the learning that has taken place and deepen the 
learning process?  

Ticket out the Door – Journal writing  

 

 

 

8 min 

 

 

4 min 

 

 

10 min 

 

 

 

18 min 

 

6. Accommodations (adaptations, extensions, other ): How will you plan for students who have 
learning/behaviour difficulties or require enrichment? 

 

This will depend on your class, but some ideas are as follows: 

 Instead of journal writing students could draw pictures in their journal to describe what they think 

is going to occur.  

 For those who may have difficulty reading have books on tape available as well. 

 Lots of visual reinforcement for steps and questions to be answered. 

 Have an oral option for journaling as well (mini tape recorders and a spot in the room where those 

who have difficulty with writing can speak instead) 

 



Book Suggestions for Literature Circles Based on Discrimination 

Book     Author 

Stargirl     Jerry Spinelli 

How to Write Badly   Anne Fine 

Iqbal     Franceso D’Adamo (Human Rights) 

Kira-Kira    Cynthia Kadohata (Racism) 

Milkweed    Jerry Spinelli (Prejudice) 

The Throwaway Daughter  Ting-Xing Ye (Racism)  

Murphy & Mousetrap   Sylvia Olsen (Racism) 

Theories of Relativity   Barbara Haworth-Attard 

My Name is Seepeetza   Shirley Stirling 

Niagra Falls, or Does It?  Hank Zipzer (Ableism) 

Number the Stars   Lois Lowry (Prejudice) 

Willow & Twig    Jean Little (Classism) 

No Time to Say Goodlbye  Sylvia Olsen 

Waiting for Sarah    Bruce McBay (Ableism) 

Yellow Line    Sylvia Olsen (Racism) 

Because of Anya   Margaret Peterson Haddix (Disease) 

Stuck in Neutral   Terry Trueman (Ableism) 

Hitler’s Daughter   Jackie French 

The Heaven Shop   Deborah Ellis 

The Absolutely True Diary  

Of a Part-time Indian  Sherman Alexie 

Earthly Astonishments  Marthe Jocelyn 

Write Girl    Sylvia Olsen 

Among the Hidden    Margaret Peterson Haddix 

47     Walter Mosely 



Shabanu    Suzanne Fisher Staples 

Diary of Anne Frank   Goodrich & Hackett 

Loser     Jerry Spinelli 

What Would Joey Do?  Jack Gantos 

Breadwinner    Deborah Ellis (Sexism)  

Friend or Foe    Michael Morpugo 

Other Resources Based on a Unit for Discrimination 

Websites  

Gale BC - http://www.galebc.org/ 

Egale Canada - http://www.egale.ca/ 

BCTF – www.bctf.ca 

 http://www.bctf.ca/publications/NewsmagArticle.aspx?id=16538 

Human Rights Resources - 

http://www.yhrc.yk.ca/pdfs/HumanRightsEducationResourcesForChildrenAndAdults.pdf 

BC Parents and Teachers for Life - www.bcptl.org/ 

Youth Understanding Youth - http://www.yuyedm.ca/resources.htm 

Safe and Caring Projects - http://www.sacsc.ca/Projects_Dealing%20With%20Homophobia.htm 

 

Videos for School  

 

NOTE: The BC Teachers’ Federation (Information Services Division) owns many of the videos 

listed on these pages; they can be borrowed by BCTF members. 

 

It's Elementary (78 or 38 min) (Professional, Parent, Grade 4-9) c1996 WEM Highly 

Recommended 

 

In Other Words (27 min) (Grades 7-12) c2001 NFB Highly Recommended 

 

That’s a Family! (35 min) (Elementary, Middle school) c2000 WEM 

 

Let's Get Real (35 min) (Middle School) c2003 WEM 

 

Shaking the Tree (55 min) (Professional) c1995 BCTF Lesson Aids 



 

Talk to Me (45 min) (Secondary) c1995 BCTF Lesson Aids 

 

Trevor (22 min) (Middle and Secondary) 1992   

Resources Used to Help Build a Unit for Discrimination 

Browlie, F., Grand Conversations, Thoughtful Responses: A Unique Approach to Literature 

Circles.  2005. Portage & Main Press, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 

Huber, M. C., Literature Circles: Using Student Interaction to Improve Reading Comprehension. 

2001. Creative Teaching Press, Inc. Huntington Beach, CA 92649 

Posey, V., Bodenheimer, D. Literature Circles: A Complete Guide for the Middle Grades. The 

Learning Works.  

The following pages are possible sheets to use in literature circles that we have obtained 

through our literature circles resources. They include possible journal response pages, ideas 

for culminating activities, awards, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 


