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HEARING IMPAIRMENT
	Incidence Category: 
It is the opinion of the Canadian Association of the Deaf that no fully credible census of Deaf, deafened, and hard of hearing people has ever been conducted in Canada. 
One official survey, the 1991 Health and Activities Limitations Survey (HALS), resulted in a report that stated that one out of every 25 Canadians (1:25) has “impaired hearing”, a total of 1,022,220. A subsequent survey reported the ratio at 1:15 for a total of 2,000,000. And a third survey came up with two ratios: a 1:8 ratio (3,875,000 people) and a 1:22 ratio (1,409,090 people).


	Background History:
Some of the current documented etiologies of childhood deafness include “unknown (37.7%), genetic non-syndromic (29.2%), prenatal (12%), perinatal (9.6%), postnatal (8.2%), and genetic syndromic (3.2%).”  A US National Health and Nutrition Survey revealed that noise is the number one cause of impaired hearing (CDC/NCHS, 2002).  
Physiological Characteristics:
Severe hearing loss hinders recognition of emotions of others.  Hearing-impaired children need extra help when learning new words and concepts. Physical objects normally do not pose problems, but abstract concepts such as time, feelings and thoughts are harder to explain.
Learning Characteristics:

The three additional disabilities most often reported in children who are deaf or hard of hearing are learning disabilities, intellectual disabilities, and emotional/ behavioural disabilities.

	
Typical Learning Profiles / challenges you can expect to see:
A consistent lack of language learning, attention problems, retention difficulties, and delayed academic skills are phrases that are heard when professionals in the field describe students who have hearing losses and learning disabilities, intellectual disabilities, or emotional/behavioural problems. 

	Examples of invisible adaptations and strategies: 

· Instruction following the See / Hear / Do strategy such as the teacher verbally speaking, followed up with instructions on the board then the teacher or a student demonstrating the activity.
· Use of an FM mike and built in radio into student’s hearing aid, or use of a surround system by the teacher for the whole class.  
· Use of preferred seating for hearing and eye contact during certain activities.

· For the severely hearing impaired, teaching the whole class basic sign language and the alphabet will have the benefit of creating a student cohort which progresses with the student.  

· Extra time for assignment completion

· Use Graphic organizers to help all students.  

· Plan for class routines as well as exceptional activities such as emergency drills 


Statistics / Facts
· A US National Health and Nutrition Survey revealed that noise is the number one cause of impaired hearing (CDC/NCHS, 2002) 

· A major US study first published in the journal Paediatrics found that "approximately 12.5% of American children and young adults in the U.S. are suffering from a hearing disability known as noise-induced hearing threshold shifts (NITS). NITS is basically a change in hearing sensitivity that is experienced as temporary hearing dullness" (Niskar et al, 2001). 

· Research shows that over the last 10 years, the percentage of second graders with hearing loss has increased by 280%, while hearing loss for eighth graders has increased over 400% (Montgomery and Fujikawa, 1992). 

· "Studies have suggested that some population groups are at greater risk for harmful effects of noise. These groups include young children. To date there is sufficient scientific evidence that excessive noise exposure can induce hearing impairment, as well as psycho-social effects such as annoyance, stress-related health effects such as cardiovascular disorders, sleep disturbance and decreased school performance." (Health Effects of Noise, Dr. Sheela Basrur, Medical Officer of Health, Toronto, 2001) 

· Educational programs can make a difference. The Royal National Institute for Deaf People (UK) highlights a Norwegian study where within the space of 10 years, hearing loss among 18-year-olds increased from 15% to 35%. This was strongly linked to an increase in leisure noise exposure. Within seven years of mounting a full-scale public information campaign, these levels dropped by more than half to 15%. (Prasher, 1999)
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