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Teacher Resource 
Mini- Lesson  
 

The Context for Successful Citizenship: 
Connecting Society, the Economy and the Environment 

 
Objective 
 
Students will be introduced to two different models of economic activity, to set the stage and the 
context for their exploration of how their participation and leadership can create better 
communities. 

Materials  
 

• Handouts of each of the two economic models. 

• “Discussion Rubric” (p. 189) — Student Handout (if applicable). 

• “Components of a Community” (p. 194) — Student Handout. 

Learning Opportunities 

• Explain to students that you are beginning an exploration of the context of citizenship by 
introducing them to the “big picture” in which their community and all communities 
operate. By the end of the lesson, they will have been to two different models of how 
democratic citizenship relates to the economy and the environment (i.e. the “ecosystem,” or 
the natural systems on Earth). 

• Break students into groups of four and distribute handouts of the two economic models and 
“Components of a Community” Student Handout. 

• Begin discussing the standard or “Neo-classical” model (p. 191), possibly projecting the 
model as an overhead. Go over the items in the standard model using the “Vocabulary” 
Student Handout (p. 190), paying special attention to the definition of “capital” as assets 
that can be used to produce a valuable good or service. Communities and businesses make 
useful things out of capital. Money is capital, but so is education, and so is a factory, so is a 
labor force, and so are natural resources like cotton or petroleum. The basic idea behind 
this model is that “Firms supply goods and services to households; households supply 
factors of production to firms.” In this model, successful producers of goods make the best, 
most efficient use of land, labor and capital (in this model, money and man-made goods) to 
make their products. Nature, in this model, is “land,” or natural resources that contribute to 
the goods and services sold in the marketplace (e.g., oil, a ski vacation). Explain that this 
model represents an older and established understanding (beginning in the 18th century) of 
how society and the economy are interrelated and that it is still considered a valid economic 
model by many economists. 

• Use one set of “Components of a Community” items, and ask each group of students to 
place the items in their proper place in the model. Discuss and review findings. You will 
find that some items (e.g., “clean air for employees to breathe,” “safety for employees to 
get to work”) don’t have an easy-to-find place in the model. 
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• Ask students to examine the other economic model, the “21st Century Economic Model” (p. 
192). Go over the new items found in this model, using the Vocabulary” Student Handout 
(p. 190) and the “Earth Capital” Handout (p. 193). Explore briefly why “matter and 
energy” go into the economy and “waste matter” and “waste energy” come out of it. What 
does recycling do to this matter and energy? Use “Earth Capital” Teacher Resource to 
illustrate natural resources and waste matter cycles. (Basically, when we use things, they 
either get used up and waste is left, or society recycles them to create valuable goods or 
services to be used again in the economy.)   

• Ask students, again, to place the “Components of a Community” in their proper places in 
the 21st century economic model. All the components will have an easier-to-find place in 
this model. 

• Generate a discussion of the two models. The key difference between the two is the way 
that they deal with different kinds of capital. In the standard model, all capital is 
interchangeable, and the “free market” economy and competition make sure that people 
pick the most efficient collection of land, labor, and capital to make a good or service. If 
land is scarce, people will use more capital and labor to make a product; if labor is 
expensive, people will use more land and more capital to make a good. In other words, you 
can “substitute” one kind of capital for another. Ask students if they can think of any 
examples of this.  

• Examples: As computers get cheaper and better (manufactured capital), they are taking the 
place of labor (human capital) in many places; on New York highways, drivers pay 
computers (manufactured capital) with EasyPass™ devices instead of paying cash to 
humans (human capital). Also, plastics (manufactured capital) have taken the place of more 
“natural capital” products, like wood and paper. In the old or neoclassical model, it was 
assumed that the value of anything could be captured by its exchange value — in other 
words, everything can be traded for money.  

 
(Note: The key thing to understand about the new ecological model is that it assumes that 
nature and society provide certain things to the economy that money can’t buy. The 
economy is within a society, which is within the ecosystem. In this model, you just can’t 
buy or make some of what the economy gets from society and from the ecosystem. Ask  
students if this makes sense to them.)
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Student Handout 

Discussion Rubric 
(Adapted from rubric developed by Rich Hinrichs, © CSETL, 2001) 

Dimension 4 3 2 1 

Social 
Interaction 

How student 
participates in 
the discussion 

• Initiates interaction among 
group members without 
monopolizing the floor. 

• Voices opinions clearly and 
politely and displays grace and 
tact in dealing with differing 
views. 

 

• Active, independent 
participant. 

• Voices opinion politely 
and is tolerant of differing 
views. 

• Participates when prompted 
teacher or peers. 

• Voices opinion and 
acknowledges differing points of 
view. 

• Does not engage in discussion. 

 

• Appears intolerant of opposing 
views. 

Discussion 
Content 

The extent to 
which 
information 
included is 
accurate, 
relevant and 
supported 

• Contributions to discussion 
include accurate, relevant and 
important information, 
evidencing a deep 
understanding of issues/topic.  

 

• Strategic citing of documents 
enriches and develops ideas 
and/or opinions expressed. 

• Contributions to discussion 
include accurate, relevant 
and important information, 
evidencing understanding 
of issue or topic. 

 

• Consistent citation of 
documents supports ideas 
and/or opinions expressed. 

• Contributions to discussion 
include a combination of 
accurate and inaccurate 
information, or incomplete 
information, evidencing some 
confusion related to issue or 
topic. 

• Inconsistent citation of 
documents relate to ideas and/or 
opinions expressed. 

• Contributions to discussion include 
inaccurate or irrelevant information, 
evidencing serious misunderstanding 
of issue or topic. 

 

• Ideas and/or opinions, if expressed, 
are done so without citations of 
documents in support. 

Behavior/ 
Control 

How student 
behaves during 
the discussion 

• Displays tolerance and open-
mindedness to others’ 
ideas/opinions. 

• Is consistently self-controlled 
and self-disciplined; provides a 
model for other students 
behavior. 

• Accepts that there are 
other valid ideas and/or 
opinions besides own. 

• Is respectful and follows 
established guidelines. 

• Recognizes other ideas/points of 
view may exist, but sees them as 
less valid than own. 

• May need reminders to maintain 
respectful participation and/or 
follow established guidelines.  

• Unable or unwilling to consider 
different ideas/points of view. 

• Constantly argues with other group 
members. 

• Exhibits overtly disruptive behavior 
— argues and/or is disrespectful to 
others; ignores established guidelines 
and/or withdraws from all 
participation. 
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Student Handout  
 

Vocabulary for Society, the Economy and the Environment 
 

• Capital: Assets that can be used to produce something of value. Capital can be financial 
(money or other financial investment); manufactured (computers, buildings, roads — 
people-made things that help businesses produce useful things); natural or “earth” (the 
natural resources and life-support services we get from nature); social (the assets and help 
that come from being a member of a society); or human (the knowledge and skills people 
have that are useful to the economy).  

• Factor of Production: Something which is used to make a good or provide a service. In 
the neoclassical model, the factors of production are land, labor and capital. (Natural 
capital, in this model, is considered “land.”) 

• Goods: Items made in the economy that people or other businesses buy. 

• Labor: Human work. 

• Natural Capital: Also known as “earth capital”; natural resources (all the useful things 
we get from nature, like crops, minerals, fossil fuels, etc.) and ecosystem services (all the 
ways that the systems on the planet help to keep us alive and healthy.) The “Earth 
Capital” handout has a few of these ecosystem services listed.  

• Services: The time and skills of other people, purchased in the economy. Example: a 
back massage, the educational skills of a teacher, the healing skills of a doctor, the help in 
buying an apartment that you get from a real estate broker, etc. 

• Social Capital: All the benefits and assets people get from being part of a thriving 
society. Examples: help in growing up, accurate information about what’s going on, new 
ideas from other people, support in times of need, the ability to trust partners in a 
business deal, having an orderly society with good government, fair courts, delivered 
mail, responsive firefighters, working roads, etc. 

 
 
 
 



Inventing the Future: Leadership and Participation for the 21st Century 
“The most important office is that of citizen” — Justice Louis Brandeis 

 
 

SEC/CSETL 2005                                    Module One: Page 191

 

Teacher Resource/Student Handout 

“Neoclassical” Model 
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Teacher Resource/Student Handout 

 
New 21st Century Model of the Economy 

 



Inventing the Future: Leadership and Participation for the 21st Century 
“The most important office is that of citizen” — Justice Louis Brandeis 

 
 

SEC/CSETL 2005                                    Module One: Page 193

Teacher Resource/Overhead 
Excerpted from: Tyler, Miller G., Jr. Living in the Environment, Principles, Connections, and Solutions ,10th 

Edition. Brooks Cole, 1998. Reprinted with permission of Wadsworth, a division of Thomson Learning: 
http://www.thomsonrights.com. 
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Student Handout 

 
Components of Communities 

• Food 

• Customers 

• Community Residents  

• Energy Sources  

• Ideas 

• Government 

• Education 

• Air 

• Labor Market 

• Housing 

• Media 

• Safety  

• Businesses 

• Culture and history of community 

• Citizens 

• Trees 

• Family 

• Community Participation 

• Computers 

• Water 

• Goods 

• Land 

• Recycled Goods 

• Hospitals 

• Police officers/Firefighters 

• Oxygen 

• Cultural Institutions (museums, religious places of worship) 

 




