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A List of Ways for Citizens to Participate 
Adapted from: Project 540 http://www.project540.org and The Center for 

Education in Law and Democracy http://www.lawanddemocracy.org. 

After students complete their concept maps on citizenship, pose the question, “What actions do 
citizens take?” If necessary, use the following lists to prompt students. (Note: These are not 
inclusive lists, so teachers should include their own characteristics or descriptions that they feel 
are appropriate.) 

Citizens have: 

• Roles  

• Rights  

• Responsibilities 

 
Additional activities of citizens who are considered political citizens of the U.S.: 
 
Discuss the difference between political citizenship and being citizens of a community. Teachers 
may want to explain that political citizenship is generally defined as people who were born in the 
U.S., have parents who are U.S. citizens, or have become U.S. citizens through other avenues.  
(Note: Be sure to illustrate that political citizenship is only one type of citizenship. It is not the 
sole characteristic or type of citizenship. This includes being a legal/illegal immigrant, alien or 
possessing another national or political identity while living in another “political” community. 
This can be illustrated by using “Looking at Views of Citizenship” Student Handout on p. 31. 
Teacher can illustrate this idea of citizenship encompassing more than just a political definition. 
Example: Use the Socrates and Aristotle quotes as beginning platforms for a discussion on 
citizenship.)  
 
Political citizens of the U.S. undertake several specific activities. They can:  
• Monitor government officials and/or institutions; 
• Run for political offices; 
• Seek/hold public/government offices; 
• Serve as judges; 
• Serve as jurors for trials; 
• Serve the U.S. by participating in the military or other service; 
• Take part in the discussion of public matters; 
• Testify at public hearings; 
• Vote in local, state and national elections; and 
• Vote on issues.  
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Citizens in a community can participate by: 

• Advocating for changes or certain policies; 
• Attending meetings; 
• Campaigning for a candidate;  
• Contacting the media regarding issues (writing editorials, answering surveys, 

bringing up issues of concern in the community to be disseminated); 
• Demonstrating through marches, boycotts, sit-ins, or other forms of protest;  
• Discussing issues; 
• Donating money to politicians or political groups; 
• Encouraging others to participate; 
• Expressing personal views and opinions about current events, policies and laws; 
• Giving blood; 
• Going to community events; 
• Lobbying for/against policies and laws; 
• Modeling civic responsibility to their community through service or other means; 
• Participating in town meetings or board meetings; 
• Participating in recreational activities; 
• Participating in a political debate or political discussion; 
• Picking up litter; 
• Protesting;  
• Reading newspapers, magazines, and reference materials;  
• Recycling; 
• Serving as stewards of public spaces (parks, gardens, sidewalks, rivers, etc.); 
• Serving on committees and organizations; 
• Signing petitions or calling government officials;  
• Staying informed on issues; 
• Talking with others about social or political issues; 
• Teaching others about participation and citizenship; 
• Tutoring; 
• Voicing their concerns; 
• Voicing what they think government should do about issues in their community; 
• Volunteering; 
• Walking or running in community walks/fundraisers; 
• Wearing a button or putting a sticker on the car;  
• Working and paying taxes; and 
• Writing letters to elected representatives. 

 



Inventing the Future: Leadership and Participation for the 21st Century 
“The most important office is that of citizen” — Justice Louis Brandeis 

SEC/CSETL 2005 Module One: Page 124

Teacher Resource 
Mini-Lesson 

ACTIVITY: 

ILLUSTRATING WAYS TO PARTICIPATE AS A CITIZEN IN A SCHOOL  

Ask students to brainstorm a list of the ways that they can participate as citizens of their school 
community.  

Students can share their ideas in a whole class discussion, while either the teacher or themselves 
write them on the board, chart paper or overhead. 

Below find some examples to prompt students with in their thinking about the various ways 
citizens participate in their communities. 

• Advocate for changes; 
• Attend meetings;  
• Campaign for offices for the PTA; 
• Campaign for student body office; 
• Discuss ideas and opinions in class and at lunch; 
• Display badges, pins, etc. of their favorite sports or music groups; 
• Go to class; 
• Lobby for more parking spaces; 
• Participate in school events (sports games, project presentations, etc.); 
• Participate in school sports; 
• Pick up litter; 
• Plan fundraising activities; 
• Plan school function (proms, homecoming activities); 
• Produce, write or act in plays, etc.; 
• Read newspapers and magazines; 
• Recycle; 
• Serve on committees; 
• Talk with friends about social or political issues they are interested in; 
• Voice their concerns on issues (cleanliness, school lunches, teachers, dress codes, etc.); 
• Volunteer; and 
• Vote for student body officials. 

 
 


