Paragraph Summarization Strategy
Step 1: Identify the topic

Say to your self, “What is this paragraph about?  This paragraph is about ______ (say the topic one word or a few words) ____.”

Step 2: Look for key words in the first sentence and the last sentence.

Look for key words or synonyms for key words that are repeated throughout the paragraph.  The key words and the first and last sentence usually focus on the topic.

Step 3: Identify the main idea

Say to your self, “What does this paragraph say about _____ (say the topic in one word or a few words) _____.  It tells that ________ (state what you think is the main idea ________.”

To identify the main idea, look at all the statements about the topic and decide what you think the main idea is.  Remember to look at the first and last sentence for cues for the main idea.

Tricks:

· Ignore unnecessary or trivial information

· Create one category name for lists of items

· Substitute an overall term for components of an action

Step 4: Prove it!

To prove your main idea, identify two details that support or prove that your main idea is correct.

Step 5: Say it in your own words

When you decide you have the main idea, use your own words to restate the main idea without changing the meaning.  It will help you check your understanding and keep you from simply copying or plagiarizing.
