My Brother Sam is Dead
Daily Guiding Questions

Chapter 1:

· Why do you think Tim thinks that Sam looks so brave? How do you think Tim feels about Sam?

· What type of a relationship do you think father has with Sam and Tim? How can you tell?

· What side of the war do you think Sam and father are on? What leads you to this conclusion?

· Why do you think father continually interrupts Sam as he is talking?

· Describe the fighting Sam is talking about.

· What does father mean when he says, “I will not have treason spoken in my house, Sam?”

· Do you agree that it is worth dying to be free? Will you be free if you have died or are you fighting for everyone else to be free?

· Do you agree with father or Sam? Why?

· Why does Tim become nervous when Sam speaks to father?

· What does mother mean by saying Sam is quick with his tongue?

· Do you feel as though children are supposed to be quiet and not say anything even when you know that grownups are wrong?

· What does Tim feel about Sam’s viewpoint and father’s viewpoint?

· Why do you think Tim continually ran away after fights with father? Do you think this was the right way to handle the situation?

· What does it mean, “Idle hands makes the Devil’s work?”

· Do you think Tim looks up to Sam? Why or why not?

· Do you think it is alright for men to be scared going into war or should they be brave and not be at all scared? 

· Should Sam take the brown bess knowing that his family will not have protection but he will?

· Why does Tim regret swearing that he wouldn’t tell Sam’s secret?

· What are father’s feelings about war?

· Do you think it was right for father to kick Sam out just for being on the opposite side of war compared to him?

· Why do you think father was crying even though he always put on a front that he was so strong?

· Tim foreshadows events to come, what bad times do you think will be coming?

Chapter 2:

· What makes you think that Tim hasn’t left Redding very much?

· Describe the town of Redding.

· Describe the churches and where people should live if they went to a specific church.

· Why do you think Tim really didn’t understand why all of the adults were arguing about listening to the King?

· What were some of the sides individuals took in regards to the King?

· What do you think the Patriots were sometimes called Rebels as well?

· Why can’t Tim enjoy the day? What has put such a damper on him?

· Why doesn’t Time’s father want Sam to fight in the war? Do you think he has such strong feelings because Sam is on the opposite side of the war from his father?

· Do you agree with father’s statement, “You never get rid of injustices by fighting?” Why do you feel that way?

· What were some of the townspeople feelings about Sam going off to war?

· Why did Tom Warrups tell Tim where Sam was at? What do you think Tim will do with this information?

· Why can’t Tim answer Betsy when she asks him about what side of the war he is on? Do you think it would be an easy decision to make?

· What would lead you to believe that Sam is stubborn?

· What does it mean to be willing to die for your principles? Do you think this is the right thing to do?

· What can Tim do to be a hero in Sam’s eyes?

· Why didn’t Sam want Tim to see that he had stolen father’s gun?

· How does Betsy lay a guilt trip on Tim after he sees the gun?

· What danger could Sam potentially put his family in since he now has the gun and they are unprotected?

· Do you think it is right for Sam to put Tim in the position to not tell father about him stealing the gun? Why?

Chapter 3:

· Why do you think Tim’s life wasn’t any different now the war had started?

· Describe some of the battles of the Revolutionary War.

· What do you think would happen to father if someone discovered he had the Rivington’s Gazette?

· Why do you think father is so strong willed in standing behind the King?

· Why doesn’t anyone mention anything about Sam?

· Why was it better for Tim to be a tavern-keeper’s son rather than a farmer’s son? Which one would you want to be? Why?

· What were some activities Tim did for fun?

· Why does Betsy Read hang around the tavern so much? 

· What does the saying “Idle hands make the Devil’s work,” mean?

· What do you think Betsy has to tell Tim about Sam?

· Why is it important for Betsy to hear that Tim wouldn’t tell father if Sam came back? Is it right for them to ask Tim to keep such a secret?

· What clue does Betsy give that Sam is back in town?

· What do you think Tim is feeling when he realizes Sam is back?

Chapter 4:

· Describe Tim’s reaction to knowing that Sam is back in town.

· What is the only thing preventing Tim from going to see Sam? How does he finally get around it?

· Why is Tim so curious about the Continental soldiers that have come through Redding?

· What does Tim observe when he sneaks into the tavern behind the soldiers? What must be going through his mind?

· What were the soldiers looking for at the tavern?

· What does Tim realize is a big similarity between his father and Sam? How could this be dangerous for both of them?

· What causes Tim to try to take the Brown Bess from Sam? Do you think this was the right thing to do?

· Do you think Sam would give up the gun if he knew his family was in danger? Why?

· Describe the scene between Tim and Sam with the gun.

· Why can’t Sam go to the tavern to help out his family?

· Sam states that lots of men sneak off to see their families, so he did the same thing. Is this the right attitude to take?

· Why does Tim call Sam a coward even though he doesn’t mean it?

· Why didn’t Sam stay to talk with father? Do you think he did the right thing?

Chapter 5:

· What caused to war to finally be real to Tim?

· Why doesn’t anything ever seem real until it affects you directly in one way or another?

· Why were the men angry about losing their guns to the Continentals? Were these soldiers fighting a fair war?

· Why were the soldiers, both Tories and Patriots, stealing innocent people’s cows and livestock?

· Why was problem becoming such a large issue for Tim’s family at the tavern?

· What was the worst part of the war for Tim? Why was this so difficult for him?

· Why did Tim envy Sam so much? What are some examples of this?

· Why can’t Tim go to school right now?

· What are surveyors?

· Why does Mr. Heron want Tim to walk to Fairfield for him, but not Tom?

· Do you think Mr. Heron is telling the truth when he says that Tim will be in no danger and he is just carrying business letters? Why?

· What sacrifice does father say he has made to the war? Is it truly a sacrifice?

· Why does Tim want to carry the letters to Fairfield?

· Do you honestly think it isn’t fair that father wouldn’t let Tim deliver the letters? Why?

· What caused father to stop yelling at Tim about the letter delivery?

· What reasons does father give Tim for not allowing him to deliver the letters? Do you think they are valid reasons?

· What excuse does Tim decide to use in order to go and deliver the letters for Mr. Heron?

Chapter 6:

· Why does Tim tell Mr. Heron that his father had changed his mind and let him go deliver the letters?

· How does Mr. Heron compare Tim to Sam? How does this make Tim feel?

· Why does Tim feel bad about lying to his father? Should he feel guilty about doing it?

· What directions does Mr. Heron give to Tim about delivering the letters?

· What information do you think is in the letters?

· Why would Betsy make him nervous when he was trying to deliver the letters?

· What was Betsy doing on the road?

· What side of the war do you think Mr. Heron is on? Does this change anything about Tim delivering the letter then?

· What mistake does Tim slip to Betsy?

· What convinces Tim to open the letter?

· What did the letter say? Why do you think Mr. Heron wrote this letter for Tim to deliver?

· Will Tim succeed in his mission?

Chapter 7:

· Why doesn’t Tim want to go anywhere near Mr. Heron?

· What did Sam have to say in his letters to his mother?

· Why were father and mother arguing about Sam’s letters?

· Do you think father will ever forgive Sam for running away? 

· Why do you think it was alright for father to run away from home at sixteen, but not alright for Sam to do the same thing?

· Why were Tim and father going to Verplancks Point?

· Why was it important for their trip to be planned close to winter? How will this benefit Tim and his father?

· Why does father want to take Tim along with him on the trip? How do you think this makes Tim feel?

· Describe the plan father had laid out for the trip.

· Describe Tim and father’s run-in with the cowboys?

· What do you think father is feeling with the cowboys even though he appeared calm on the outside?

· Why does Tim decide to runaway from the cowboys? Do you think he was making a smart decision?

· What caused the cowboys to leave Tim and father?

· Why did the new men help Tim and his father get to New York?

· Why didn’t Connecticut look any different to Tim than his own home? What do you think he was expecting to see?

Chapter 8:

· Describe the Platt family.

· What insights does Mr. Platt have about the cattle thieves?

· What are some of the dangerous situations that have been happening in Westchester County?

· What is the purpose of the Committees of Safety?

· Why won’t Tim state that he was really scared with the cattle thieves? Have you ever downplayed your feelings just to see a bit more brave?

· Ezekiel says that it will serve the Patriots right to be hung for being disloyal. Do you agree with him? Why?

· Why can’t Tim decide what side he would fight on in the war? Why does he tell his cousin he would be a loyalist?

· Describe what Tim sees as father and him continue their journey with the cattle.

· What items does Tim’s father receive for exchange of the cattle?

· Why does father want to avoid the Ridgebury area? Do you think he is making the right decision?

· What causes Tim and his father to have to take the shorter route through Ridgebury? Do you think they will see any more cow thieves? What gives you that feeling?

· Why doesn’t father want a lot of people to know that him and Tim are passing through the town?

· What do you think is going through Tim and father’s mind when they reach the Platt’s in safety?
Chapter 9:

· How can the snow work in Tim and his father’s favor?

· Why does father ride ahead a few miles of Tim and then come back to check on him? Do you think this is a good system?

· Why is Tim not very fond of riding alone most of the time with the oxen?

· Why do you think so many people are coming out from Ridgebury looking at Tim and his father? Do you think this will cause any danger for them? Why?

· How does Tim decide to pass the time on the ride and not think about the cold?

· What do you think has happened to father?

· What do you think is going through Tim’s mind when he realizes he has seen his father for quite some time?

· What are some causes Tim thinks might have prevented his father from coming back to him?

· What sign does Tim see that alerts him to the fact that father is not alone?

· What do you think has happened to father?

· What does Tim do once he realizes father is gone?

· Why wouldn’t it be smart for Tim to try to find father and rescue him? What do you think you would want to do in this situation?

· Why does Tim try to act so brave in front of the cowboys even though they are directly in his path?

· Why does Tim thank the men for being his escorts? Why is this a smart move on his part?

· How does Tim’s story about the escorts cause the cowboys to get scared?

· Tim’s story is both happy and sad. Why?

Chapter 10:

· Do you think the cowboys are holding father like mother thinks? Why?

· How has Tim’s life changed since losing his father?

· Why were the prices for items continually going up?

· How did Tim and his mother get around the high prices and make a profit?

· Mother thinks that Sam will come home if he knows what happened to father, do you agree? Why?

· What is the only reason that Sam may be able to leave the military? 

· How did Tim grow out of being a boy and then turning into a man?

· Do you think you grow up when tragic things happen in your life? Why?

· Is it fair that Tim had to grow up and take care of everything around the house?

· What do you think the British troops will do in Redding?

· Describe what you think Tim was feeling when he saw the British soldiers down the road.

· What do you think Mr. Heron was doing with the British soldiers?

· What finally has convinced Tim to be a Tory? Do you think he has chosen the right side?

· What do you think the soldiers will do with Jerry, Mr. Rogers and Captain Betts?

· What does Tim think will happen to the men? Do you agree with him?

· What happened to the man that came out with the British soldiers?

· What job was Tim recruited to do with the injured man?

· What must be going through Tim’s mind being in the middle of the war?

· Why do you think the soldiers killed Ned? What this a good thing to do?

· Why doesn’t Tim want to be on the Tory side of the war anymore?

· What side do you think Tim will ultimately side on for the war?

Chapter 11:

· Tim was in such a hurry to arrive at Dr. Hobart’s, why isn’t he in a hurry to get home?

· How was the doctor’s visit different from a visit you have today?

· What must be going through Tim’s mind knowing that Sam should be coming through Redding with Benedict Arnold?

· What did the British do with the rest of the men they took in Redding? What do you think will come of Jerry?

· Why does Tim need to ring the church bell?

· Why won’t mother allow Tim to go and ring the church bell?

· Why doesn’t mother believe in patriotism anymore?

· Tim used to think that generals were so grand and glorious, what causes him to think otherwise after seeing the Continentals?

· Why do you think the Continental soldiers were discussing Mr. Heron’s name? Why would this be a strange thing?

· Describe what Tim sees when he goes to the church looking for Sam? Does the war seem so glorious now?

· What emotions do you think were running through Tim and Sam as they embraced each other?

· Why didn’t Sam think his family would want to see him? Did he have the right impression?

· What did Sam try to do to help his father after the cowboys attack him?

· Why does mother insist that Sam must come home? Do you think Sam will be convinced?

· Why do you think Sam wants to reenlist with the military? Is he acting in a selfish manner?

· What pledge does Sam make with his fellow soldiers?

· What does Tim think Sam is wrong about?

· Why do you think Tim finally feels like Sam’s equal?

Chapter 12:

· What ultimately happened to father? Do you think Tim and Mother were finally happy to know what actually had happened?

· Why it is ironic that father died on a British ship?

· Describe the living conditions on one of the prison ships?

· What message did father send for Tim and mother? How do you think this made them feel? What do you think Sam would do if he knew how father truly felt?

· What happened to Jerry Sanford?

· Betsy now states that Sam should have come home, why do you think she is changing her mind?

· What did father mean when he said, “ In war the dead pay the debts for the living?”

· Tim decides to not be on any side of the war, do you agree with his stance?

· Why didn’t the soldiers do much fighting in the winter months?

· What job or field does Tim believe he could be good in, do you agree with him?

· Describe what hunger can do to a person.

· What had changed about Sam when he came into the tavern?

· What does Sam tell Tim to do about the cows they have? Why does he say to do this?

· Why don’t the soldiers care about stealing from others? What do you think you would do in the same situation?

· How does the war turn men into animals?

· Why was the cold such a problem for the soldiers? What potential dangers could this do for the men?

· What happens to any soldiers who steal cattle? 

· What happens to Sam after he tries to get his families cattle back?

· What do you think will ultimately happen to Sam?

· Do you think Tim regrets not butchering the cows sooner?

Chapter 13:

· Why did Tim go to find Colonel Parsons? What reaction did he receive?

· Why did Tim and his mother go after the dead cow?

· What feelings does Colonel Parsons have towards Sam?

· What has happened to Sam?

· Why did mother go to the encampment to talk to Colonel Putnam?

· What does Betsy want to happen to Sam? Do you think that will happen?

· What do you think Betsy’s father could do about Sam?

· Why do you think Tim is now butchering all eight of the cattle? 

· What do you think is taking mother so long to get back from the encampment?

· Why do you think the two men accused Sam of killing the cattle?

· What do you think will happen to Sam, considering he was now accused of deserting his post at Colonel Parsons?

· Why would it matter if Sam came from a Tory family on whether or not he is innocent?

· Will a trial help Sam to get out of the trouble he is in?

· Why wouldn’t the soldiers tell Tim where Sam was at in the encampment?

· Why would Colonel Parsons want to make an example out of Sam?

· What results will happen to Sam and the other men?

· What was Tim’s reaction to the execution news?

· General Putnam believes that in the long run if he executes someone he’ll shorten the war and save more lives. Do you agree with his statement?

· Why do you think Colonel Read decides to allow Tim to go to Colonel Parsons?

· Why can’t Tim be within six feet of Sam?

· General Putnam says that he will consider Sam’s case. What exactly does that mean?

· What story did the two men have about Sam and stealing the cows?

· Why does Sam all of a sudden look up to Tim now?

Chapter 14:

· All Tim can do is wait for an answer from General Putnam, what do you think is going through his mind?

· Why is Tim so heartbroken about General Putnam’s decision?

· Why does mother now feel like the war is over in her mind?

· Why doesn’t anyone want to come to the tavern?

· Why does mother want to close the tavern forever? Do you think this is the right thing to do?

· Why has mother given up hope about Sam, but Tim still is trying to look for the positive?

· How do you think Tim will be able to save Sam and why doesn’t mother try to stop him?

· Describe the scene at the encampment when Tim goes to try and save Sam.

· What happened to Tim when he went to save Sam? Do you think he was doing the right thing?

· Why had it been a waste of time for Tim to go to the stockade?

· Why doesn’t mother go to Sam’s execution? Do you think she wanted to see Sam before he died?

· What was Sam reaction when Tim shouted at him from the crowds?

· Tim is wondering what it is like for Sam inside of the sack over his head, what do you think it is like?

· What does Tim shout before Sam is killed?

· How do you think Tim feels about the death of Sam?

· What do you think will happen to Tim and his mother?

