
1 
 

PROJECT TITLE: 
INCIDENT IN THOLOPOTAMION VILLAGE 
 
Our Design Curriculum 
 

Having “Curriki” was a great inspiration to our team since it provided the very basis for our 
own conceptual approach and design curriculum, adapted to the students of the 5th grade and 
our personal “needs”. We accomplished a frequent communication with the students through 
their teacher, which happens to be related to one of the team members and, thus, was an 
endless source of valuable information. One of the members of our team visited the school in 
person so as to have an impression first-hand and trace down important features and 
dimensions. 

In close cooperation with their teacher, we created a series of lessons-sessions where the 
children were initially provided with some general architectural knowledge (architect’s role, 
building materials being used, construction methods etc). They sat in with their teacher for 
several days, studied the material we suggested, made some important observations on the 
information given and their experience of the current classroom and eventually dedicated time to 
work on expressing their own ideas, as well as craft work.  

 
More analytically, the lessons were organized in 5 general sessions with the students, 

taking place during the regular school hours. Surprisingly, there were also “pleasant” 
interventions-suggestions for additional discussion topics and ways of presentation by the 
school ‘team’, which was welcomed by the architects: 
 

1. Introducing Architecture 
Acquaintance of students with simple architecture terminology. Explanation of the role of the 
architect. What is design? Architectural terminology (scale, units, etc). Is their current classroom 
“designed”, architecturally studied? What are the reasons? Some “free” discussion on designing 
the school classroom “of tomorrow”. The students’ opinions.  
The second part of the session included “field work” in the courtyard, where the students had to 
locate their classroom in the topographic site, provided “in sketch” by the architects. 
(documentation of fieldwork is provided by the architects). 
 

2. ‘Simple’ building materials acquaintance 
The teacher presents a construction detail of the wall section in “sketch”. Class discussion 
follows on the material use. Explanation of what construction failure is. (Documentation of 
original design shown is provided by the architects). 
 

3. Think of your favorite classroom 
The teacher presented the questions below in an ‘open’ discussion: 
“Think of your favorite place for studying. What place is comfortable and inspiring? Is it 
grandpa’s village house? Is it a favorite room at home? The kitchen? Is it outside in the 
courtyard? Is it “underneath the stars”? On the contrary, what is a difficult place for you to 
learn?” 
In the end of the open discussion, the teacher archives the answers in a text list, including 
positive and negative qualities. The list is eventually given back to the architects for feedback. 
(documentation of the list is provided by the architects). 
At the same time, the students were also presented pictures of contemporary school 
architecture examples and a short discussion followed with the teacher. 
 

4. Draw your favorite classroom 
The students are asked to draw their ‘favorite classroom. It was clear that the pictures shown in 
the previous session was an inspiration to them! Based on their drawings, the architects acquire 
a pretty good impression of what a child, at this age, looks for in his classroom space. Issues of 
intimacy, privacy, team-gathering, even color aesthetics, have amazingly appeared: more 
surfaces for artwork exhibition, ceiling and non vertical surfaces both serving as the alternative 
place for hanging artwork, “unusual” places for the traditional blackboard and the teacher’s desk, 
sitting ‘organic sculptures’, red carpets that give a ‘cozy’, home-like atmosphere to the inside, 
are some of the students ‘suggestions’ to the architects. Now, the tough work is to please 
them… 
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5. Make your favorite classroom (our favorite session) 
For the last session, we provided the students with their classroom developed in grey 

cardboard elevations and plan (scale 1:100) so that they actually ‘make’, with their own collages 
and models, their “ideal space”. They imagined it with plentiful vibrant colors, ‘unconventional’ 
roof openings and shelter-sitting places, using a variety of representational materials ranging 
from simple paper and cardboard to green cloth and gelatin, bringing out in this way their own 
architectural (amazing if we might say) aspirations…what a lovely surprise! (photos of their work 
were taken by their teacher and are provided by the architects).  
 

6.   Grande Finale! 
Students and teacher gather all of their precedent original work (notes, drawings, 

paintings, as well as photos of the models) and submit them to the architects. With the teacher’s 
help a short talk about impressions and conclusions follows. What we like and, ultimately, what 
we want to change, how to draw attention to the architects, what they shouldn’t neglect, what to 
include in the subsequent design intervention, etc. 

During these sessions, the students’ creativity and enthusiasm triggered off our working 
process, as their observations and work has been gradually incorporated in the design 
‘requests’. We strongly believe that, in return, this ‘cooperation’ enabled them to somehow 
identify with their classroom space and added to the educational experience. Who knows, one of 
them might become the architect of tomorrow! 
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