The Great Depression
Instructor Name:
Chelsea K. Nilsson
Grade Level:

7 - 8
Subject Area:

English Language Arts
Weeks:


5
	Narrative Description:

	In literature circles, students will choose their novels from I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings; Native Son; The Color Purple; Bud, Not Buddy and Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry and more.
Mini-lessons will focus on determining importance, summarizing, predicting, and the story elements.  




	Established Goals:

	· 31E1: Monitor reading for understanding by automatically setting a purpose for reading, making and adjusting predictions, asking essential questions, and relating new learning to background experiences.

· Develop the disposition of a reader who enjoys engaging others in discussions about reading and writing

· Build investment in becoming a better reader through practicing reading strategies and developing vocabulary

Note to the Instructor:  You will want to customize these goals according to habits of mind, dispositions and/or state standards you wish to address in your unit.



	Stage 1: Identify Desired Results

	Enduring Understandings

Students will understand that…

· Determining importance helps us to focus on the crucial ideas in a text.

· Summarizing helps us to determine whether we still understand what we are reading, and it is an important conversational tool because it’s important to be succinct in conversation.

· Not all stories following the same path, but it is helpful to have a common language and a tool box of strategies from which to pull in mapping the progress of our stories.

· In addition to being a great survival skill (ie: predicting the weather), making predictions is a great reading strategy because it helps us to read actively.

· 

	Essential Questions

· Are the conflicts cultures grappled with long ago still relevant today?

· How does literature help me to make sense of life?




	(Knowledge) Students will know…
· Main idea / Central idea

· Conflict

· Internal Conflict

· Human versus Self

· External Conflict

· Human versus human

· Human versus nature

· Human versus society

· Plot

· Exposition / Introduction

· Conflict

· Rising Action

· Climax / Turning Point

· Falling Action

· Resolution / Conclusion

· Flashback

· Foreshadowing

· Predict

· Summarize
	(Skills) Students will be able to…
· Navigate the internet to build their background knowledge about life in the 1930s
· Select their first literature circle novels for a unit 
· Synthesize their learning publish a letter to President Roosevelt from the perspective of an individual living during the Great Depression

· Identify topic, central idea and details in a text
· Identify conventions in non-fiction texts that help us to identify important information

· Differentiate between important and less important ideas in a text

· Code the text with a star to indicate important information
· Summarize their reading

· Identify conflict

· Differentiate between different types of conflict

· Sequence a story using a story map and a variety of plot diagrams

· Identify foreshadowing and flashbacks

· Make and code predictions



	Stage 2: Determine Acceptable Evidence

	· Post-It Notes: Students will code their books on post-it notes for reactions, break-downs in comprehension, connections, predictions and evidence of theme.  Instructor will monitor progress informally during Reader’s Workshop time.
· Reader’s Workshop Conferences: Students will engage in regular one-on-one conferences during Reader’s Workshop in which the teacher checks for understanding of various strategies and concepts and assesses the student’s progress as a reader.
· Pop Quiz: Students will complete a pop quiz on mapping plot
· Unit Test: Students will complete a unit test on all major concepts and strategies  except for plot



The Great Depression
	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	Date

Lesson 1:  Good readers build their background knowledge.
· Navigate the internet to build their background knowledge about life in the 1930s

· Select their first literature circle novels for a unit
	Date

Lesson 2: Good readers build their background knowledge.
· Navigate the internet to build their background knowledge about life in the 1930s

· Select their first literature circle novels for a unit

	Date

Lesson 3: Good readers synthesize their learning.
· Synthesize their learning to prewrite and draft a letter to President Roosevelt from the perspective of an individual living during the Great Depression

· Select their first literature circle novels for the unit


	Date

Lesson 4: Good readers synthesize their learning.
· Synthesize their learning to draft a letter to President Roosevelt from the perspective of an individual living during the Great Depression
· Peer-edit a classmate’s letter

	Date

Lesson 5: Good readers synthesize their learning.
· Synthesize their learning to publish a letter to President Roosevelt that is written from the perspective of an individual living during the Great Depression


	Date
Lesson 6: Good readers identify the central idea as they read.
· Identify the topic of a passage

· Identify the central idea of a passage



	Date

Lesson 7: Good readers identify details that support the main idea.
· Identify details that support a central idea


	Date
Lesson 8: Good readers can tell the difference between important and not-so-important information.
· Identify conventions in non-fiction texts that help us to identify important information

· Differentiate between important and less important ideas in a text

· Code the text with a star to indicate important information


	   Date
Lesson 9: Good readers can tell the difference between important and not-so-important information.
· Identify conventions in non-fiction texts that help us to identify important information

· Differentiate between important and less important ideas in a text

· Code the text with a star to indicate important information


	Date
Lesson 10: Good readers summarize stories to check their own understanding
· Summarize their reading



	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	Date
Lesson 11: Good readers summarize the story to check their understanding.
· Summarize their reading


	Date
Lesson 12: Good readers summarize the story to check their understanding.
· Summarize their reading


	Date
Lesson 13: Good readers identify conflict in their stories.
· Identify conflict in a passage


	Date
Lesson 14: Good readers can tell the difference between different kinds of conflict.
· Differentiate between different types of conflicts


	Date
Lesson 15: Good readers notice how plot progresses.
· Sequence a story using a story map

	Date

Lesson 16: Good readers notice how plot progresses.

· Sequence a story using a plot diagram


	Date
Lesson 17: Good readers notice that plot doesn’t always progress like they taught us in grade school.
· Create alternative plot diagrams

· Identify alternative plot diagrams that match the progression of short stories.


	Date

Lesson 18: Good readers know all about plot.

· Differentiate between different kinds of conflict

· Select the most appropriate plot diagram for a story

· Diagram a story according to the elements of plot


	Date

Lesson 19: Good readers notice how plot progresses.
· Sequence a story using a story map

· Identify flashbacks in a passage

· Modify a story map in the event of a flashback


	Date

Lesson 20: Good readers notice foreshadowing.
· Identify foreshadowing in video clips and text

· Define foreshadowing in their own words



	Date

Lesson 21: Good readers make predictions about what will happen next in a story.

· Make predictions about what will happen next in a story


	Date

Lesson 22: Good readers make predictions about what will happen next in a story.

· Make predictions about what will happen next in a story


	Date

Lesson 23: Good readers make predictions about what will happen next in a story.

· Code the text with a “P” for “prediction” and explain their predictions


	Date

Lesson 24: Good readers use all of their strategies as they read.
· Code the text


	Date

Unit Assessment

Study:

· Central idea and details
· Predictions

· Summarizing




