The Fighting Ground

Daily Guiding Questions

9:58

· Why do you think Jonathan dreams of being a soldier like his brother?

· What does the bell signify to Jonathan?

· What side of the war do you think Jonathan’s father and friends are on? How do you know?

· Why doesn’t Jonathan’s father speak of the war any longer? What would you do if you were in the same situation?

· Why do you think Jonathan’s father doesn’t want him to join the war effort?

10:15

· Why do you think Jonathan wants to go and check on news at the tavern?

· Why does Jonathan’s family keep reminding him to only do what he is told and to hurry back?

10:25

· What part could a thirteen year old like Jonathan take in the war?

· Why is Jonathan so eager to join the war effort and prays that he will experience a battle?

· Why doesn’t Jonathan want to think about his neighbor who was just killed in the war? Do you think Jonathan thinks he will have the same fate?

· What are Tories and why do people around Jonathan’s village not like them?

· What would cause his father to be afraid of war, but not Jonathan?

10:45

· What gives you the impression that Jonathan hasn’t experienced life beyond his farm and the tavern?

· Why do you think Jonathan suddenly becomes shy when he approaches the men at the tavern?

· Why don’t any of the adults pay any mind to Jonathan at the tavern? How do you think Jonathan is feeling?

· How do you think Jonathan feels when he hears that soldiers are coming?

· What do you think Jonathan will do now that he hears about the soldiers coming?

11:00

· Why does the strange man say that they don’t have any more time? What do you think is happening that they need to leave so quickly?

· What does the tavern keeper mean when he says, “It’s groundbreaking time?”

· What causes the tavern keeper to stay behind while the other men head out with the Corporal?

· Why is Jonathan wondering so much about the Corporal and his intentions?

· Do you really think Jonathan is needed in the war?

· How do you think Jonathan feels now that the Corporal needs him?

11:30

· Why does Jonathan have so much pride when the Corporal asks him to come along in the fight?

· Why does Jonathan lie and say that his father told him to come?

· Why does Jonathan have to provide his honor as a man to return to gun?

· What feelings are going through Jonathan now that he has a gun of his own to use?

· Why does the tavern keeper try to convince Jonathan to sneak out the back and not get involved in the war? Why doesn’t Jonathan take his advice?

12:05

· Why is Jonathan so uncomfortable with the gun?

· What causes the men to be annoyed with the corporal in regards to how many people they will be encountering soon?

· How does the Corporal become the leader in their fight?

· What is the difference between an ambush and an open fight? Why are the men excited about the prospect of an ambush?

12:30

· Why was Jonathan’s father’s friend surprised to see him?

· Why is Jonathan lying about his father giving him permission to go and fight?

· Why does the man say that Jonathan’s dad might be better off with a bad leg?

· Why does Jonathan decide it is better to stay last when marching?

· Do you think the man doesn’t really have the answers or doesn’t want to alarm Jonathan?

12:40

· Why are the men so exhausted from their march even though they have went far?

· Why do you think the Corporal is so anxious to get moving?

· What causes Jonathan’s arms to ache so much?

· What do you think is going through Jonathan’s mind when he sees above the hill the place where they are going to fight? Why?

· Why does the stillness make Jonathan so uneasy?

· Why do you think it is important for Jonathan not to be noticed too much?

· What do you think causes Jonathan to want to know exactly what is happening?

· How do you think Jonathan could benefit by watching the other men?

12:50

· Why are the men’s questions so important when they are asking the Corporal?

· What does the man mean when he says to the Corporal, “You’ve got a reputation for being overfond of killing?”

· What does the Corporal mean when he says, “If they do come, it’ll be your home they’ll burn, as well as mine?”

· What causes the men to get up and follow the Corporal in silence?

· Why do you think the men have fear in their faces?

1:00

· Why does marching help Jonathan to feel better?

· Why do you think the men are annoyed with Jonathan’s whistling?

1:05

· Why do you think the men are not talking but instead walking in silence?

· How is the hollow and empty sound coming from the men’s marching like what Jonathan is feeling now?

1:30

· Why do you think many of the houses look so similar in these parts of the country?

· Why do you think the band of men make the woman getting water uneasy? How would you feel if you were in the same situation?

· What causes the men to not offer Jonathan any water, but instead be greedy for themselves?

· Why would the woman’s face turn pale after hearing that enemy troops were headed near her?

· Do you think the woman has every right to be concerned and run away? Explain.

· How did the woman’s reaction help to ease the men?

· Why would the men be angry when one of their own shot the gun?

· How does Jonathan begin to feel more pride when the people of Rocktown are looking at him?

2:05

· How do you think the men and Jonathan are feeling when they reach the highest point for them to fight?

2:10

· Do you think the location they stopped at will be beneficial for them to fight on? Why?

· How will the rain hinder their chances of fighting?

· Why is an ambush not possible from the location the Corporal chose to fight on? 

· Do you think the Corporal’s was lying about the Syndertown folks coming to help them fight? Why?

· How the drumming sound alert the soldiers?

2:30

· Why do you think the men were like statues not moving when they heard the drum?

· How will forming a line to fight help or hinder the men?

· Why would it be important to have the short men in the front and the tall ones in the back of the line?

· How has the Corporal’s attitude changed?

· How do you think the men and Jonathan are feeling at this point?

2:35

· Describe Jonathan’s experience with loading his gun?

· What emotions and thoughts do you think are running through Jonathan’s mind when he is loading his gun?

· Do you think Jonathan is prepared to fight in a war when he had so much difficulty loading his gun only one time?

· Do you think Jonathan is truly ready for what is about to come?

2:40

· What does Jonathan observe about the men ready to fight?

· What is going through Jonathan’s mind when he sees the soldiers advancing?

2:41

· Why do you think Jonathan was spellbound when he sees the troops marching into view?

· How does the amount of men in Jonathan’s group add up against the approaching troops?

· Describe the look of the approaching soldiers? Why are they intimidating to Jonathan?

· Who are Hessians and why does that word bring about a dreadful weight?

2:43

· How is the men’s fears like a suffocating blanket?

· Why does the Corporal get agitated with the men and tell them to stand their ground?

· Why was it important for Jonathan to see the drummers and know they were much younger then him?

· Why do the men want the Syndertown Committee to come to their rescue?

· Should Jonathan be concentrating on getting water or fighting? Why?

· Why are the Hessians so much more awful to Jonathan than actual Tories that were fighting against his cause too?

· Why is it important for the men to spread out and not give the Hessians such a large target?

· Describe Jonathan’s emotions and feelings.

· Describe the fighting scene between the Hessians and Jonathan’s group.

· Why is Jonathan so confused and upset that things were happening so quickly?

2:50

· Why is it important for Jonathan to concentrate on loading his gun correctly? How could this hinder or help him in the fight?

· What do you think is going through Jonathan’s mind when he sees his father’s friend laying on the ground next to him?

· Why is it so important for Jonathan to go and get the gun even though he wants to run away?

· Why do you think all of the Americans are backing away, but Jonathan is still in the front?

· What do you think is going through Jonathan’s head when he realizes he is all alone and in the middle of enemy lines?

· Why does Jonathan decide to run?

3:01

· Why does Jonathan have so many questions running through his mind?

· Why do you think Jonathan’s group left him behind and all alone?

· Describe what Jonathan is going through seeing three Hessian soldiers charging in his direction.

· Do you think it is important for Jonathan to keep ahold of the gun or instead run for his life?

· What causes Jonathan to fall and have no strength to move?

3:05

· Why do you think Jonathan can’t get up even though he knows that he has to?

· What do you think is happening to Jonathan when his mind only has silence?

3:16

· Why is Jonathan crying so much?

· Do you think Jonathan was prepared for war?

· What kind of pain do you think Jonathan is feeling?

3:30

· Why wouldn’t Jonathan’s fingers allow him to let go of the gun?

3:35

· Why does Jonathan feel he has failed in all that he was meant to do?

· Why do you think Jonathan wishes he was dead, but scared that he was alive and might die?

3:38

· Describe Jonathan trying to get up and move.

· Do you think it is right for Jonathan to just run away from something he wanted to do so badly?

· What emotions are running through Jonathan’s head when he sees a Hessian soldier not to far away from him?

3:47

· Do you think the Hessian soldiers are really looking for Jonathan or is he just paranoid? Why?

· What do you think Jonathan should do?

· Do you think Jonathan should try to escape or just stay quietly where he is at?

· What do you think is going through Jonathan’s mind when he realizes he is completely surrounded?

3:50

· Are the soldiers actually looking for Jonathan?

· If Jonathan could understand the Hessians, do you think he would be so scared? Why?

· Do you think it was smart for Jonathan to jump up or should he have waited a while longer?

· How is the language barrier difficult for Jonathan?

· What causes Jonathan to begin to cry?

· What do you think the soldiers will try and do to Jonathan?

· Describe Jonathan’s first encounter with the Hessians.

4:01

· What does the soldier want to do with the rope?

· Why does Jonathan begin to feel hatred for the Hessian soldiers?

· What causes Jonathan to feel a sharp pain in his heart?

4:10

· Where do you think all of the bodies had gone after the fighting?

· Do you think the Corporal and the men are looking for Jonathan? Why?

· Why do you think Jonathan feels a need to be taken care of by the Hessian soldiers?

· Why does the sound of the rain feel Jonathan with sorrow?

4:30

· Describe what Jonathan thinks about the oldest Hessian.

· What does Jonathan know could possibly happen to him since he is a prisoner?

· Why does the fighting seem so stupid now?

· Do you think Jonathan regrets even beginning to fight?

· Why would it make Jonathan feel better if he knew more people where prisoners too?

5:00

· Describe the mood and setting of the walk with the Hessian soldiers.

· Why do you think the Hessian laugh when Jonathan falls to the ground? How do you think Jonathan feels?

· Do you think Jonathan will have any chance of escaping?

· What causes Jonathan to question whether or not he is a true solider?

· Where do you think Jonathan could go if he escaped?

· Why do you think Jonathan is concerned about going back to his father, mother, tavern keeper, the Americans, and the Corporal?

· Had Jonathan truly failed all of those individuals? Why?

· Are the Hessians actually Jonathan’s friends? Why

5:15

· What causes the men to look so puzzled and worried?

· Is Jonathan’s assumption of the Hessians not knowing which way to go an accurate one?

5:20

· How do you think Jonathan should be feeling if American’s are close by?

· Why should Jonathan feel glad that his men might be nearby? Why should he feel sorry if his men are nearby?

5:30

· Why would the Hessians want to move in the direction of the sound of the cow?

· Who should Jonathan be more afraid of, the Hessians or the Americans?

· Why would the Hessians want Jonathan to walk in front of them?

· How do you think the soldiers are feeling when they see the dark house along with the cow?

5:40

· Describe the setting of the house.

· Why does Jonathan continue to look at the Hessians even though he is doing what he was told?

· What is the significance of the soldier’s wink to Jonathan?

· Who is the child sitting on the ground?

· What do you think is going through Jonathan and the child’s mind when they spot one another?

6:00

· Why is it important for Jonathan to not have the child speak? 

· What do you think  Jonathan should do about the child?

· Why do you think the young boy is not answering Jonathan’s questions?

· How does milking the cow help to sooth Jonathan’s nerves?

· How do the Hessians help to make Jonathan more comfortable and to help ease his hunger?

· Are the Hessians Jonathan’s friends or enemies? Explain.

· Should the young Hessian be completely trusting of Jonathan? Why or why not?

· What do you think Jonathan will do now that he knows the soldier trusts him?

6:30

· Why does Jonathan angle the barn door a certain way?

· Why do you think Jonathan wants to take the young boy to the house with the Hessians?

· What causes Jonathan to pause briefly before he opens the door to the house?

6:35

· Why aren’t the Hessians too interested in the boy?

· Where do you think the boy is going to lead Jonathan and the Hessians to?

6:45

· What do you think happened to the young boy’s parents?

· Why do you think the boy’s face is blank with no emotion?

· Why don’t you think the Hessians reacted more to the dead bodies laying on the ground?

· What causes Jonathan to think that the Hessians might have killed the boy’s parents?

· Do you think the Hessians killed the boy’s parents? Why or why not?

7:00

· Why does Jonathan want to give the soldiers a chance to prove his theory of them killing the boy’s parents wrong?

· Why do you think the Hessians allowed Jonathan to go out and bury the bodies without them coming along to supervise?

· Why do you think it is important for Jonathan to bury the boy’s parents?

7:35

· Why do you think the Hessian is so tired looking? Would you feel the same way if you were in the same situation?

· Why is the young soldier forced to go out and help Jonathan?

· How does a light seem to make the darkness darker?

7:40

· Why do you think the soldier is so angry about digging the grave?

· What causes Jonathan to think that the solider is now powerful and evil? Do you agree?

· What do you think is going through Jonathan’s face when he sees the mother’s face?

· Why do you think it was important for Jonathan to hold the young boy’s hand? How will this comfort him?

8:15

· What do you think the older soldier was deliberating about?

· Are the Hessians treating Jonathan and the boy like prisoners? Explain.

· Why did the Hessian decide to beckon Jonathan near him and then tie the rope around his ankles?

· Do you think that Jonathan is a true danger to the Hessians?

· How does fastening the rope around the soldier and Jonathan prevent him from leaving?

· Do you think Jonathan will actually untie the knot knowing that he actually can? Why or why not?

· Are the Hessians actually powerless to Jonathan just because they are asleep? Explain.

· Do you think Jonathan will act like a true soldier and kill the men?

8:45

· Even though Jonathan’s mind is telling him to kill the men, what do you think his heart is telling him to do?

· How does Jonathan’s hatred and fear keep him for doing anything?

· Do you think Jonathan will be able to convince himself that these men are cruel enough to kill?

· Why is Jonathan unable to kill the soldiers?

· Why does shame come over Jonathan?

· Why can’t Jonathan act like a real soldier, at least what he thinks a real soldier would act like?

9:00

· Is Jonathan living up to his expectations of going to battle, being a hero and destroying the enemy? Why?

· Why do you think Jonathan was unable to act and do you think he actually has done so little?

· Jonathan swears he saw the Corporal on the road, but why didn’t the Corporal protect him then?

· Do you think the Corporal will act for him now?

9:15

· What does it tell you about Jonathan to go back and make sure he takes the small boy with him?

· Jonathan was so determined to take the gun from war, but now he takes the small boy instead? What causes him to change his mind about his loyalty and honor with the gun?

9:30

· Jonathan’s only plan is to find the road. Do you think he should have thought about a more thorough plan before now?

· What do you think is going through Jonathan’s mind now that he has escaped the Hessians with the boy?

9:45

· Do you think Jonathan is resentful towards the boy because he is doing all the work and the boy is just sleeping?

· Do you think you would do the same as Jonathan now?

10:10

· Do you think Jonathan will find his way to the Corporal? Why?

· Put yourself in Jonathan’s shoes, lost and all alone in the darkness, what emotions and feelings are you experiencing?

10:15

· How is Jonathan showing his determination?

· Have you ever experienced a similar situation to Jonathan when you were lost and afraid, but still determined to find your way?

11:20

· What do you think Jonathan will find when he reaches the light?

11:25

· Describe how Jonathan is acting while trying to get to the light.

· What do you think goes through Jonathan’s mind when he sees the Corporal?

11:35

· Why are all of the men so excited to see Jonathan when they didn’t pay him much mind when he first joined them in the morning?

· Why does the Corporal want to know where Jonathan was at?

· Why is the Corporal so interested in the Hessian soldiers that took Jonathan?

· What do you think is going through the Corporal’s mind when he realizes Jonathan had spotted him in the woods?

· Why is there such an urgency in the questions the Corporal is asking Jonathan? 

· Does Jonathan still believe the Hessians had killed the boys parents? What is causing him to be a bit confused?

· What actually happened in the fight between the Hessians and Jonathan’s group? Is Jonathan surprised his group actually won?

· Why do the men believe the Hessians took Jonathan? Would he have been a useful prize?

· Do you think the men actually were trying to look for Jonathan when the Corporal didn’t even know who he was?

· Do you think the men are telling the truth when they said that they didn’t run, even though Jonathan didn’t see any of them in the fight?

· Why does Jonathan quickly mention that he tried to kill the soldiers? 

· What do you think causes the boy to look up at the Corporal with great fear?

· How does the Corporal know where the Hessians are, but he never came looking for Jonathan?

· What was the Corporal doing at the house the evening before?

11:50

· Why is Jonathan having such a difficult time after hearing that the Corporal was at the house the evening before?

· What does Jonathan find out about the boy’s parents?

· Why didn’t the Synderville Committee want to see things through in the fighting and instead the Corporal had to go looking for more men?

· Do you think Jonathan appreciates being needed now in the war?

· Why does Jonathan want to go home so badly when just a few hours ago he was eager to fight?

12:30

· Why are the men trying to console Jonathan and make him feel better?

· What does the young boy tell the Frenchman about what happened to his family?

· Whose side do you think Jonathan is on when he has seen death on both sides?

· How can someone like the Corporal as a fighter, but not as a person? What are your feelings towards the Corporal?

· How do you think Jonathan feels when he knows the Frenchman will take care of the boy?

· What do you think will become of Jonathan now?

4:30

· Why do you think the Corporal is showing Jonathan kindness?

· Describe how you think Jonathan is feeling after he hears encouragement from the Corporal.

· Why doesn’t Jonathan want to go along to find the Hessians?

· What does the Corporal mean when he tells Jonathan, “It’s time to see this through?”

5:00

· Do you think Jonathan feels more comfortable with the Hessians or with the Corporal? Why?

· What do you think will happen when the men reach the Hessians?

5:30

· What do you think the Corporal means when he keeps telling Jonathan to “Tell them?”

· Do you think Jonathan wants to hurt the Hessians? Why or why not?

5:35

· Why doesn’t Jonathan want to be where he is at right now?

· Do you think Jonathan will be put in danger just walking right up to the door?

· Why does Jonathan feel so ill with the orders the Corporal gave?

5:38

· Why is Jonathan so hesitant to conduct the Corporal’s orders?

· Is this what Jonathan signed up for when he joined the troops at the tavern in the morning?

· Why are so many emotions going through Jonathan when he knows the Hessians are the enemy and he ultimately was shooting at them yesterday  morning? What has changed for Jonathan in less then 24 hours?

5:45

· Describe what you feel is going on in Jonathan’s mind as he walks up to the house and goes inside?

· What do you think Jonathan will see when he goes into the house?

5:50

· Describe what Jonathan sees when he goes into the house.

· Why do you think Jonathan chose to close the door and not follow out the exact orders the Corporal had said?

· Why does Jonathan decide to warn the Hessians of the soldiers outside the house?

· Why is Jonathan experiencing so much terror while he is crouching in the house?

· Describe the scene inside the house and outside.

· Why do you think the oldest Hessian grabbed Jonathan before leaving the house?

· Why is the young soldier telling the old soldier to let Jonathan go? What does this tell you about the young soldier’s character?

· Why do you think Jonathan decided to pull the rope on the old soldiers leg, when he was trying to help them originally? What ultimately changed his mind about the Hessians?

6:10

· Why did the American soldiers turn away and leave the dead men, but not take Jonathan with them?

· Why are all of the men silent when they turn and walk into the field?

6:13

· How did the Corporal now that Jonathan tried to save the Hessians?

· Do you think the Hessians would have actually tried to kill Jonathan?

· How does the Corporal try to explain to Jonathan that he is a soldier and he shouldn’t have tried to save the enemy?

· Why does Jonathan begin to pound the gun against the stones over and over?

· Do you think Jonathan held up his end the bargain to return the gun? Does he have the same type of honor he began with yesterday morning?

6:40

· Why are all of the men silent while walking back?

· Why doesn’t Jonathan want anything to do with the Corporal?

9:30

· Do you think that Jonathan’s feels the fighting was a famous victory? Why?

· Why was Jonathan’s dad so sick about him going to war?

· Why didn’t Jonathan explain to the tavern keeper what happened to his gun?

· What do you think Jonathan’s parents will do when they see him?

10:30

· Why do you think it is comforting for Jonathan to hear the sound of the field and work again?

· Why is there fear in Jonathan’s father’s eyes when he sees him in the field?

· What does this statement mean, “Jonathan understood that his father’s fear had not been for himself. No, it was for Jonathan, that he might be spare?”

· How had Jonathan been spared?

· Describe how you think both Jonathan and his father are feeling when they see each other?

