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The Old Man and the Sea, by Ernest Hemingway

In A Nutshell
The Old Man and the Sea is famous for a lot of reasons. There’s that whole Nobel Prize

business (awarded to Ernest Hemingway in part for this book), establishing the author’s fame,

not to mention the "changing the style of English prose" factor. Oh, and the book was awarded

the Pulitzer Prize. Written in 1952, The Old Man and the Sea is a classic example of

Hemingway's short, terse prose, the emotional weight of his works, and the trademark

characteristics of his unemotional male protagonists. In other words, this novella about an old

man attempting to catch a gigantic fish is the poster child of Hemingway books. He obviously

thought so, too, as he said it was the best he could write.

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• The Old Man and the Sea Themes

• The Old Man and the Sea Quotes

• The Old Man and the Sea Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 Why does the old man kill the fish?

2 We claimed (quite vehemently) that The Old Man and the Sea is NOT a tragedy. Are we

right?
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3 We love the old man ’s discussions of how he "went out too far." Probably because it ’s

cryptic and open to interpretation and involves the ever fascinating emotion of guilt. What

does he have to be guilty for? What sort of "code" did he violate?

Visit Shmoop for many more The Old Man and the Sea Study Questions
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