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The Great Gatsby, by F. Scott Fitzgerald

In A Nutshell
The Great Gatsby, published in 1925, is set in New York City and Long Island during the

Prohibition era, a time author F. Scott Fitzgerald called "The Jazz Age" because of the

materialism and feeling of immorality that accompanied newfound wealth in the post-World

War I boom. Its protagonist is Jay Gatsby, a young wealthy man in love with a society girl

from his past. The story tackles various issues such as wealth, class, materialism, and marital

infidelity. Although now widely regarded as one of the finest of Great American Novels, The

Great Gatsby did not sell very many copies in its initial publication. It wasn't until the novel

was re-published after World War II that it gained its immense popularity.
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Big Picture Study Questions

1 What is the meaning of the epigraph by Thomas Parke D'Invilliers? How does it relate to

the major themes of this book?

2 In the very last line of Chapter Three, Nick Carraway claims: "I am one of the few honest

people that I have ever known." By the end of the book, Jordan Baker decides that this

statement itself a lie. Is Nick Carraway honest or dishonest?
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3 Is Nick Carraway a necessary character in this story? If we were not given the story

mediated through his perspective, what would we gain? What would we lose?
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