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Franny and Zooey, by J.D. Salinger

In A Nutshell
J.D. Salinger is an American author famous first for his 1951 novel The Catcher in the Rye 

and second for his Glass family stories, a series of short stories about seven unique brothers 

and sisters. The seven fictional Glass siblings were precocious children (some of them even 

geniuses) who enjoyed child celebrity. Now, as adults in Salinger's stories, the Glass children 

struggle to adapt themselves to normal social lives. Salinger explores the Glass family through 

several other short stories, including "A Perfect Day for Bananafish," "Raise High the Roof 

Beam, Carpenters," and "Seymour: an Introduction." These stories, like Franny and Zooey, 

reflect Salinger's growing interest in Zen Buddhism; a strong spiritual theme runs through all 

of these works. 

 

"Franny," a short story published in The New Yorker in January of 1955, is the story of the 

youngest member of the Glass family, Franny, a college student in the midst of a spiritual and 

personal crisis. "Zooey," three times as long and published also in The New Yorker two years 

later, is a continuation of the story. Franny comes home seeking help for her troubles and is 

guided through them by her brother Zooey, who is somewhat troubled by the same concerns as 

his sister. These two short stories were combined and published as the novel Franny and 

Zooey in 1961. 

 

The final Glass family story, "Hapworth 16, 1924," appeared in The New Yorker in 1965 and 

is the last work Salinger ever published. Since then, the author has been a recluse in his home
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in New Hampshire. Fans like to speculate that Salinger has continued the Glass family saga in

private, a hope bolstered by Salinger's comments on the dust jackets of the 1961 Franny and

Zooey and the 1963 Raise High the Roof Beam, Carpenter and Seymour: an Introduction: 

 

"Both ["Franny" and Zooey"] are early, critical entries in a narrative series I'm doing about a

family of settlers in twentieth-century New York, the Glasses. It is a long-term project, patently

an ambitious one, and there is a real-enough danger, I suppose, that sooner or later I'll bog

down, perhaps disappear entirely, in my own methods, locutions, and mannerisms. On the

whole, though, I'm very hopeful. I love working on these Glass stories, I've been waiting for

them most of my life, and I think I have fairly decent, monomaniacal plans to finish them with

due care and all-available skill. […] I have a great deal of thoroughly unscheduled material

on paper, too, but I expect to be fussing with it, to use a popular trade term, for some time to

come." (From the dust jacket of Franny and Zooey.) 

 

"They ["Raise High the Roof Beam, Carpenter" and "Seymour: an Introduction"] are both very

much concerned with Seymour Glass, is the main character in my still-uncompleted series

about the Glass family. It struck me that they had better be collected together, if not

deliberately paired off, in something of a hurry, if I mean them to avoid unduly or undesirably

close contact with new material in the series. There is only my word for it, granted, but I have

several new Glass stories coming along – waxing, dilating – each in its own way, but I suspect

the less said about them, in mixed company, the better. 

 

Oddly, the joys and satisfactions of working on the Glass family peculiarly increase and

deepen for me with the years. I can't say why, though. Not, at least, outside the casino proper

of my fiction." (From the dust jacket of Raise High the Roof Beam, Carpenter and Seymour:

an Introduction.)
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Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• Franny and Zooey Themes

• Franny and Zooey Quotes

• Franny and Zooey Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 "Franny" and "Zooey" were originally published as two separate short stories before

eventually placed together as the novel Franny and Zooey. How is each story changed by

its being partnered with the other? How would these read differently as independent

stories?

2 In other Glass stories, Buddy reveals secretly being the protagonist for many tales,

including the seemingly third-person-narrated "A Perfect Day for Bananafish." Is it

possible that he, too, is the hidden narrator of "Franny"? What implications might this have

for the way we read the story?

3 "Franny" opens with Lane, rather than with the protagonist; what is the effect of this

artistic choice?

Visit Shmoop for many more Franny and Zooey Study Questions
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