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To His Coy Mistress, by Andrew Marvell

In A Nutshell
Andrew Marvell, an English poet, politician, and satirist, probably wrote "To His Coy

Mistress" between 1650 and 1652. It was first published in 1681 (by his housekeeper!) several

years after his death. Since then, it has become one of the most famous poems of its kind.

Marvell belongs to a group commonly known as the "Metaphysical Poets." The group includes

some other poets we love: George Herbert, John Donne, and Richard Crashaw – all from the

1500s and 1600s. Their poems are famous for the surprising (and, at times, shocking and

daring) use of language to explore BIG questions about love, sex, the earth, the universe, and

the divine. Time holds a huge fascination for poets in Marvell’s era, and the phrase carpe diem

(seize the day) has a special significance. "Life is short, so live it to the fullest," is one way to

describe the carpe diem mindset.

The Metaphysical Poets celebrated imagination and wit. Wit often involves a lot of wordplay.

Like "To His Coy Mistress," their poems often take the form of an argument or a line of

reasoning (similar to what a lawyer might use in court). Such arguments are often parodies of

actual arguments. The Metaphysical Poets also would frequently use their work to critique

aspects of society, politics, and art that they see as flawed – kind of like the Simpsons, South

Park, and Family Guy. Satire. Parody. The Metaphysicals tend to poke fun at the super-serious

way that other poets write about love and God, preferring a more light-hearted approach to

weighty matters.

http://www.shmoop.com/intro/poetry/andrew-marvell/to-his-coy-mistress.html
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com/teachers/
http://www.shmoop.com/literature/
http://www.shmoop.com/history/
http://www.shmoop.com/poetry/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com/intro/poetry/andrew-marvell/to-his-coy-mistress.html


Visit Shmoop for full coverage of To His Coy Mistress

Shmoop: study guides and teaching resources for literature, US history, and poetry

Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 3.0
This document may be modified and republished for noncommercial use only. 
You must attribute Shmoop and link to http://www.shmoop.com. 2

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• To His Coy Mistress Themes

• To His Coy Mistress Quotes

• To His Coy Mistress Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 Many critics think that no woman could possibly be charmed by the speaker. Why? Can

you think of any scenarios where a woman might be charmed? If not, why?

2 Do you like the speaker? Why, or why not? Do you think he ’s a "nice guy?" If so, what

makes you think that he ’s nice? If not, what makes you think so?

3 Who is "in charge" in the poem, the speaker or the mistress? You can imagine scenarios

for both sides of the argument.

Visit Shmoop for many more To His Coy Mistress Study Questions
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