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The Raven, by Edgar Allan Poe

In A Nutshell
Edgar Allan Poe was the absolute master of spooky stories and poems, and "The Raven,"

published in 1845, is probably his most famous and popular work. This poem shares a lot of

features with his other works, which are often about lonely, depressed men who have lost

women who are important to them. His poems almost always feature strange events and cold,

dark, creepy landscapes. This particular poem, though, has captivated people's interest ever

since it was published. "The Raven" saw immediate success in Poe's lifetime, and has had fans

all over the world ever since.

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• The Raven Themes

• The Raven Quotes

• The Raven Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 Do you think this poem is supposed to be funny? Do you find the speaker's tale intense and

dramatic, or ridiculous and over-the-top?

2 Do you talk to animals? Do you ever imagine them saying something back?

3 On that note, do you think the speaker of this poem has really lost his mind, or does he just

seem very, very sad to you?
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Visit Shmoop for many more The Raven Study Questions
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