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The Eagle, by Alfred, Lord Tennyson

In A Nutshell
Alfred, Lord Tennyson has a reputation among some literary folks for being a polite, cautious

Englishmen, so it might be a surprise to learn he traveled with a friend to the border of Spain

to deliver "money and secret messages" to Spanish political revolutionaries (source). He was

21 years old at the time and he soon became disillusioned with the project, but still enjoyed

being in the Pyrenees. The Pyrenees, a scenic mountain range on the border between Spain

and France, was Alfred Tennyson's favorite place in the world. He especially loved a valley in

the Pyrenees called "Cauteretz."

"The Eagle" was inspired by Tennyson's travels in the Pyrenees, where he frequently saw

eagles, raptors, and other birds of prey circling overhead. You'll notice, though, that he sets

this poem on an ocean cliff rather than a mountainside, so it's not just a literal description of

something he's seen. It's an imagined setting.

"The Eagle" was first published in 1851, around the time Tennyson was on his way to

becoming the most famous British poet of his age. The poem is considered a perfect

combination of sound and meaning. In a few lines, Tennyson captures a small but majestic

event – an eagle diving from a cliff – with total precision. For those of you without much

experience in reading poetry, many have found that this short work is a great place to begin.
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• The Eagle Quotes

• The Eagle Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 "The Eagle" is a fragment, and Tennyson might have intended more to be written. How

would you continue the poem? What would the eagle do next?

2 Besides the "azure" blue of the sea and sky, what colors do you see in this poem?

3 From whose perspective is the poem written? Does the poem change perspectives at any

point?
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