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Sonnet 116, by William Shakespeare

In A Nutshell
Sonnet 116 is one of the best-known and most beloved poems in William Shakespeare’s

sonnet sequence. This says a lot, since this group of 154 poems on the whole is probably the

world’s most famous collection of love poetry. This particular sonnet, along with the

oft-repeated Sonnet 18 ("Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?"), has been quoted and

referenced time after time, and to this day remains one of Shakespeare’s greatest hits. Fans of

period drama may recognize it from the 1995 film version of Jane Austen’s Sense and

Sensibility, while others among us might have experienced it as part of a wedding service… or

two… or ten (for obvious reasons, it’s a big hit with the bridal crowd).

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• Sonnet 116 Themes

• Sonnet 116 Quotes

• Sonnet 116 Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 Does the poem ’s proposed view of love function in the real world, or is it simply a utopian

ideal?

2 Do you agree with the poet ’s view of love as eternal and unchanging?
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3 There are many different kinds of love out there, such as romantic, familial, and platonic.

Can the ideas posed in this poem apply to all of them?

Visit Shmoop for many more Sonnet 116 Study Questions

http://www.shmoop.com/intro/poetry/william-shakespeare/sonnet-116.html
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com/teachers/
http://www.shmoop.com/literature/
http://www.shmoop.com/history/
http://www.shmoop.com/poetry/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com/study-questions/poetry/william-shakespeare/sonnet-116.html

