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In a Station of the Metro, by Ezra Pound

In A Nutshell
This is the only Ezra Pound poem that many people will read in their lives. Why? Because it’s

two lines long. This "In A Nutshell" already contains more syllables than the entire poem.

However, it’s not just that the poem is so short – it’s also that Pound’s other, "famous" poems

are so darned long. His Cantos, for example, are so long that he couldn’t finish them. People

may walk into a bookstore, pick up the Cantos, see a bunch of super long poems with figures

from mythology and characters in different languages all over them, and say, "No way." "In

the Station of the Metro," however, is an exercise in brevity (a fancy word for "shortness").

Pound wrote it after having a spiritual experience in a Paris metro (subway) station.

In 1916, Pound wrote about the process of writing the poem (Pound, Gaudier-Brzeska, 1916).

Apparently, he originally thought he could best capture his vision in a painting. Unfortunately,

he wasn’t a painter. Kind of a problem. So he wrote a 30-line poem, which he didn’t like. He

pitched the long version in the waste bin. Six months later, he wrote a shorter poem, but didn’t

like that one either and threw it away. Finally, a full year after the experience, he had been

reading short Japanese poems called haikus, and he figured he would try to adapt this form to

his vision in the metro. The result, which was published in 1913, is one the most famous,

influential, and haunting works in modern poetry.
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• In a Station of the Metro Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 Why doesn ’t Pound include the phrase "looks like" at the beginning of the second line?

Why does it matter that the poem uses metaphor (saying that one thing is another) instead

of simile (saying that one thing is like another) to compare the faces to flowers on a tree

branch?

2 This is the kind of poem that makes people throw up their hands and say, "Well, geez, I

could write that!" Why do you think it took Pound a year to compose it?

3 Pound could have used the word "appearance" in the first line. What is the effect of using

the word "apparition" instead?
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