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A Noiseless Patient Spider, by Walt Whitman

In A Nutshell
This is a short, fun poem from the middle of Walt Whitman’s career. Even though it’s only ten

lines long, it picks up a lot of the big themes in his writing, and it has a lot of depth, which you

don’t necessarily see at first. By this point (1868), Whitman was more than ten years away

from the first publication of his famous "Leaves of Grass." He wasn’t everyone’s favorite

poet, but he was established enough that he could get poems published in magazines. This

particular poem showed up in The Broadway, A London Magazine (sounds classy, doesn’t it?).

In the magazine format, it appears in a group of five poems with the oh-so-spooky title

"Whispers of Heavenly Death." In spite of that creepy association, though, this poem shows

Whitman in his prime. In just ten lines, you can tell that he’s full of the energy, imagination,

and excitement which have made him so popular for so many years.

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• A Noiseless Patient Spider Themes

• A Noiseless Patient Spider Quotes

• A Noiseless Patient Spider Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 Do you have a sense of what the speaker talks about in the last few lines, like when he

mentions "seeking the spheres to connect them?" Does it create a visual picture in your

head? Is it something you could describe, or is it more mysterious than that?
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2 Have you ever compared a part of your life to an animal ’s, like Whitman does? When you

see a dog or a cat, for example, do their actions remind you of the way humans act or

think?

3 Do you enjoy Whitman ’s style? Do you miss the rhythm and the rhyme, or is this more

freewheeling form exciting and moving for you?
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