Overarching Question: 
· Why is diversity significant in society?
· Why is accepting diversity important to sustaining our society?

Essential Questions:  What role does government play in sustaining society?
· What was the difference between the Reconstruction Plans proposed by Lincoln, Johnson, and the Congress?

· How did government policy affect the lives of African-Americans?
· What was the Freedman Bureau and how did it help African Americans?
· How did Reconstruction end and what effects did it have on African-Americans?
· Why are individuals so resisted in accepting other cultures into their communities? What justification do people have for treating “others” so differently?
Guiding Questions:

· How did the Emancipation Proclamation changed the lives of African Americans during the Civil War?

· What was Reconstruction?

· How did the government get involved in rebuilding the South?

· How did Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, and the Congress proposed to rebuild the South?

· Why was there resistance to these plans?

· How did the lives of African American change as a result of the Reconstruction plans?

· What was the Freedman Bureau?

· How did the Freedman Bureau help African Americans improve their socio-economic conditions?

· What was the purpose of the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments?

· What were some of the events that led to the end of Reconstruction?

· What were the effects of Reconstruction?

· What is the meaning of stereotype and how can it lead to racism? 

· How can racism undermine progress?
· Why do people stereotype against others?

· What are some stereotypes that are used to classified people?

· Why do people treat others differently?

· Have you ever been treated this way? If so, how did you feel?

· How can you help make a difference in helping people to accept the differences of other cultures?
· Why is diversity important in our society?

Summary of Unit: 
· This is a unit that focuses on the Reconstruction Period (1865-1877). This topic of study takes places after the Civil War, so therefore, it is critical that students have a thorough understanding of the important terms, historical figures, and events that took place over this period of time. This course of study will include government policies that influence the social, economic, and political aspects of life for African-Americans during the Reconstruction period. In addition, students will be introduced to specific terms that will reinforce the essence of this topic- Why is accepting diversity important to sustaining our society?  Racial discrimination was a key part of the hindrance of progress and growth of our nation during this time.  The long-term effects were inequality, poverty, and social and political unrest. 
Suggest Time Allowance:
· Two-Three Weeks
Materials:

· Reading Literature
· Visual Aids

· Graphic Organizers

· Magazines

· Newspapers
· Posterboards

· Coloring Pencils/Writing Utensils

New York Core Content Curriculum Standards:
· Compare and contrast the different plans for Reconstruction proposed by Lincoln, Johnson, and the Congress (1.2b, 1.1b, 1.3b, 1.3d, 1.4b)
· Describe the work of the Freedmen’s Bureau and the impact it had on African-Americans in the South (5.1a, 5.2a, 5.3a)
· Analyze the social and political changes brought abut the emancipation of slaves and Reconstruction policies (5.1a, 5.1b, 5.2e, 5.2f, 5.3a)
· Understand the events that led to the end of Reconstruction and the removal of African-American rights after Reconstruction ended (5.1a, 5.1b, 5.2e, 5.2f, 5.3a)
Performance Indicators:

· Interpret and analyze primary source documents

· Sequence events in history and analyze cause and effect

· Demonstrate the ability to write in a historical perspective

· Persuasively argue a position on an issue, both orally and in writing form. 

Education for Sustainability Core Content Standards:
· Recognize and work to dismantle prejudice, and discrimination (h.1)

· Recognize and value the strength in diversity (h.3)

· Recognize self-worth and rootedness in ones’ own culture and community (h.5)
Learning Opportunities, Activities, and Procedures

Lesson 1 - Students will be given key terms relating to the subject-matter. A segment of the Emancipation Proclamation will presented pertaining to how it affected the African American population. The word Reconstruction will be introduced to students and establish the importance of the study of this unit. A visual representation, the Venn diagram, will uncover the differences and similarities between the proposals presented by Presidents Lincoln and Johnson and the Congress. Students will have the opportunity to write-up a plan that pertains to how they would resolve this matter.  (Skill Focus: Interpret and analyze primary source documents)
Lesson 2 - Students will be given key terms relating to the topic. Students will visualize the various Reconstruction plans and analyze how these policies affected the African-American community. Using a cause and effect chart, students will determine how the government’s course of action directly affected the socioeconomic status of the African-American population. Students will complete a group activity that will consist of students acting as city officials and create laws that will improve the quality of life for those individuals in need.   (Skill Focus: Sequence event in history and analyze cause and effect)
Lesson 3 – Students will be given key terms relating to institutions created by the government to promote socio-economic integration. Utilizing a visual overview, students will understand how the Freeman’s Bureau provided assistance to the African-American community. The class will be involved in a discussion that will reflect on the ideas of how they would be able to improve living conditions for people who are in need. Students are going to create an organization that will provide people with financial assistance, counseling, food and shelter, and etc…and explain why said organization is necessary to sustain society.  (Skill Focus: Persuasively argue a position on an issue, both orally and in writing form.)
Lesson 4 - Students will be given key terms relating to the topic. Students will be presented with a visual chart that will outline the success and failures of the Reconstruction period. The lesson will primarily focus on how racism can affect the progress and development of a group of people. Students will comprehend that hatred groups such as the KKK had their own initiatives to thwart the advancement of the African American community. Students will write a reflection of how hatred has influenced their community. How can we reverse the effects of hatred? (Skill Focus: Demonstrate the ability to write in a historical perspective)
Lesson 5 - Students will be given key terms relating to the topic. The meaning of the word “stereotype” will be discussed in this lesson. Visual depictions will be handed out to the class on how the media portrays various ethnic groups. Afterwards, students will examine the different images and write a reflection based on these visual resources. A class discussion will ensue that will provide a further in-depth analysis on the subject-matter.  How do negative stereotypes influence people’s behavior in society?  How can we overcome negative stereotypes?  Why do stereotypes exist? (Skill Focus: Persuasively argue a position on an issue, both orally and in writing form and Demonstrate the ability to write in a historical perspective.)
Culminating Activity - Students will be participating in a group project that consists of students using available printed/electronic resources to help them investigate various historical events that portray how stereotyping negatively affected specific populations of people. Students will utilize written, oral, and visual forms to convey the information to the entire school community to provide awareness of the consequences of hatred on the community as a whole  
