Lesson 3:  Inequitable Distribution

Lesson Overview:

· Through the cutting and distribution of a cake or other treat, students experience the inequitable distribution of resources around the world and see the interconnectedness of human economic and social activities.

Number of class periods: 2

Overarching Question:

· As life-long learners, how can we improve and sustain the quality of our communities in an ever-changing world?

Essential Question:

· How does population growth affect our resources?

New York State Standards

· 6.N.11  Read, write, and identify percents of a whole (0% to 100%)

· 6.N.21 Find multiple representations of rational numbers (fractions, decimals, and percents 0-100)

· 6.S.7 Read and interpret graphs

Education for Sustainability Core Content

· Responsible local and Global Citizenship B2, B7

· Dynamics of Systems and Change C1, C5, C7, C8

· Multiple Perspectives, H6

· Sense of Place I20

· Inventing and Affecting the Future G5

Guiding Questions:

· What are the results of unequal distribution of resources around the world?

· What feelings and behaviors result from such inequity?

· What can we do about inequity of resource distribution around the world to make it fair and just?

Resources/Materials for this lesson:

· Cake, pie, or other baked item that can be cut into wedges

· Plates, napkins, and forks, 1 per student

· Spatula (or knife) to cut and serve the cake

· Smart Board

Internet Resources

· Sharing the Cake Graphs: Divided by World Population and Divided by Per capita gross national income http://www.co.pierce.wa.us/xml/services/home/environ/ed/Let Them Eat Cake.pdf
Activities and Procedures

1. Show the cake to class and explain that you have brought it for them to share.

2. Ask the class if you should invite the class next door to join you in eating the cake.  If the students say, ask them why not?  Explain that this represents the concept of environmental scarcity, in which there is just not enough of a resource for everyone who wants or needs it.  In this case, if the class next door came over, there would be less cake per person.

3. Tell them that instead of inviting over the class next door, you will divide the cake for this class to share.  Ask them to imagine that they represent all the people on the planet.  Put up the overhead sharing the Cake-Divided by World Population, showing how the cake would be cut if it were divided based on population.  Physically separate the class into the groups as indicated in the table above.

4. Ask each region how they feel about this distribution.

5. Tell the class that instead of diving it by population; you will divide the cake to represent how resources are actually distributed in the worked, based on GNI and PPP.  Put the Sharing of the Cake Graphs on the Smart board.

6. Cut the cake into five unequal pieces, as indicated on the overhead, and distribute the pieces to each region.  Be sure to hold up each piece so the class can see how much each region will get.

7. Ask each region how they feel about their share of the cake.  Ask Asia and Africa how they are going to divide the cake among their population. Will they try to divide their very small piece equally among the group or will one or two people decide to eat all of it?

8. Ask each region what they are going to do about the situation.  Some may choose to migrate to U.S./Canada and take their cake.  Make sure there is enough time for everyone to experience the feeling of having very little or of having more than everyone else.

9. Have students do a free-write about the activity.  Give them the following prompts:  “How did it feel when you saw how much other groups got?  How did you divide the cake within your group? Did you do anything to get more cake, or give any away?  

10. Begin a discussion by asking the students to read or summarize some of the free-write.

	Standard
	Performance Indicator
	Assessment Instrument
	Scoring Criteria

	Multiple Perspectives

Responsible local and global citizenship
	H6, B7
	Free Write Essay
	Holistic Rubric based on 3 probing questions


Glossary:

· Circle graph

· Percents

· Fractions

· GNI Gross National Income

· PPP Purchasing Power Parity

· Inequitable Distribution

