Reporting “The Crucible:” A Journalism Project

DUE TWO WEEKS FROM TODAY

Overview

Now that you have learned about the Salem Witch Trials of 1692, think about how others in the New World would have heard about those events.  There was no cable news, no email and certainly no Twitter back then.   Then, consider how we learn information today.  In this project, you will apply modern means of journalism to spread news about the events that occurred in “The Crucible.”  You will work with a group to complete your project to not only show what you know about the play, but also what you know about reporting in the 21st Century. 

Procedures

1. In your assigned groups, decide what format you want to use for your project.  Some suggestions are:

· A television news program

· A newspaper

· A magazine

· A web page

2. Once you have chosen your medium, brainstorm what information may appear in one edition of your news source.  You can report on the bizarre behaviors of the girls at the beginning of the play, the accusations, the executions, days in court, etc.  You all must agree on the focus of your project. 

3. Brainstorm other news events that might have occurred during this period of time.  What would be advertised?  What social events might occur?  Sports?

4.  Assign stories to each member of the group.  Each group member is responsible for TWO stories in this project. Each story must be at least one page, typed in 12-point Times New Roman. 

5. When everyone has finished their project, you must all meet to compile your work into your medium.  Each project should include two pieces from each member!
Checklist

· Does each member have two articles? Are the articles the correct length, correct format, and proofread for grammar/spelling?

· Does each member have articles from different genres in the time period – someone who reported on sports, someone who reported on weather, etc. 

· Are the articles compiled into an easily recognizable modern medium?  A taped news report?  A newspaper?  A magazine?

