Minster’s Black Veil Textual Analysis

1. What image introduces this story?  What values does this image establish?

2. How do the parishioners regard Minister Hooper? What evidence from the text supports your claim?

3. How did the parishioners react to Minister Hooper’s black veil?  What does this indicate about the values of their society?

4. How did Minister Hooper’s veil affect the delivery of his sermon?

5. Why do you think “a sad smile” came upon Minister Hooper’s face when he returned home?

6. How did the physician react to Minister Hooper’s behavior?

7. What do you think of the idea that men are afraid to be alone with themselves in the world?  Do you agree?  Why might someone be afraid to be alone with him or herself?

8. Describe the encounter Minister Hooper had with the corpse of the deceased girl.  What did this signify to the lone observer of the exchange?

9. Analyze the significance of the following passage:

The people trembled, though they but darkly understood him when he prayed that they, and himself, and all of mortal race, might be ready, as he trusted this young maiden had been, for the dreadful hour that should snatch the veil from their faces.

10. How did the black veil affect the wedding Minster Hooper performed?

11. What was Minister Hooper’s explanation for wearing the veil?

12. What theories did the townspeople eventually form about the veil?

13. What did Minster Hooper exclaim on his deathbed?  What do you think this means about the significance of his wearing the veil?

14. Can you think of any current events that involve the same kind of superstition and judgment expressed in this story?  Describe them. 

