2

	Unit Designed by: Lindsey Brown

	Subject/Topic Area(s): English Language

	Grade Level(s): 9th-12th

	Unit Title: Maus

	Duration of Unit: 18 Days


Brief Summary of the Unit (including curricular context and unit goals):

	In this unit, students will read the graphic novel, Maus.  Students will explore the text’s meanings and use of traditional, textual literary devices in the graphic novel medium.  As a summative assessment, students will create a written piece, with various choices as to the form and style, to be presented orally to the class and community.



List the specific EALR’s, and or GLE’s that this unit will address
	Reading 2.4.5. Analyze text to generalize, express insight, or respond by connecting to other texts or situations.

Reading:  3.4.2. Evaluate traditional and contemporary literature written in a variety of genres.
Reading 4.2.1. Evaluate books and authors to share reading experiences with others.
Communication 3.1.1. Applies skills to plan and organize effective oral communication and presentation.




What understandings are desired?
	Students will understand that:
· Literature comes in a variety of forms and genres, including graphic novels.
· Situations seemingly foreign to us are often more universal than we might think.
· Our life experiences tie in with the experiences of others from various lifestyles, time periods, and social statuses.
· The accumulation of wealth by few often has negative health effects for the many people affected by the lack of accumulation.




What essential questions will be considered?

	· What is a graphic novel? How do we read and explore a graphic novel? How is this experience different from traditional novels?

· How do the experiences of the characters in the graphic novel, Maus, relate to our own lives and experiences?
· What does oppression do to the mental health of oppressed individuals?  Are there any physical health ailments that go along with these situations?

· Who has wealth in Maus and who doesn’t? How does the possession of or lack of wealth affect the characters in the novel?



Course Sequence

	Previous Unit Topic and Key Understandings

Students understand that:
· There is an accepted, traditional view of literature.
· There are characteristics of sexism, racism, and ethnocentrism in much of the traditional literature.

· Literature comes in a variety of forms and genres.

· The literary canon at any given time is a window into the culture that produces it.


	Next Unit Topic and Key Understandings

Students will understand that:
· Non-traditional aspects of literature can be very effective at communicating ideas in an exciting way.
· Art can be a “text” and can be “read”, similarly to a novel.

· Looking at the unaccepted types of literature and at books that are often banned can give us insight into the dominant values and cultures.
· Literature will most likely continue to change throughout our lives and into the future.



What prerequisite knowledge is required of learners at beginning of the unit:

	Students must know:

· Background information concerning the Holocaust

· The predominant ideas about literature
· Background knowledge on mental and physical health

· Background knowledge on wealth and power relations
	Students must be able to:

· Read complex texts with comprehension
· Write coherently and effectively using proper grammar and conventions

· Participate in group discussions
· Work cooperatively.


What key knowledge and skills will students acquire by the end of this unit?

	Students will know:

· The format of a graphic novel
· The plot, character development, and sequence of events of the novel

· The health impacts of the Holocaust on some victims

· The important occurrences and events of WWII from an insider’s view

· The connection between their own lives and those of the Holocaust’s victims

· The role of wealth in the Holocaust
	Students will be able to:

· Read graphic novel formats effectively
· Relate a distant experience of another time and culture to their own lives
· Communicate orally more effectively
· Use evidence from the text to discuss a novel’s concepts, worth, and literary devices



Strategies for Assessing Prior Knowledge and Preconceptions

	Day two pre-test survey concerning graphic novels, traditional literature, and the Holocaust.



Evidence That Students Have Acquired Desired Understandings at End of Unit
Include a copy of all quizzes, tests, prompts and rubrics.
1. List all Performance Tasks (Complete a Performance Task Blueprint for each task)
	Students will create a written piece, with choice of varying style, form, and/or genre, which will express understanding of the characters’ experiences in the novel Maus and relate it directly to the student’s own lived experience.  Students will be asked to compare the ill health effects of the Holocaust, as told by the novel, with the ill health effects they feel they experience due to oppression and/or to also make further connections between the character’s experiences and their own.
In the accompanying art class, students will construct a mask that represents their personal connections to the novel and the masks that the characters wear in the story.
In the accompanying Social Studies class, students will explore the events of WWII and the U.S. role before, during and after the war.  Students will explore the role of wealth in the events during this time period and find parallel international situations occurring today.
In the accompanying Math class, students will explore the mathematical aspects of WWII, mostly focusing on Germany’s oppression of Jewish people and others through the Holocaust by learning the science of starvation, pioneered by the Germans during this time.
In the accompanying Science class, students will investigate the scientific programs of the Nazi’s and their various developments still in use today and will accompany the study of starvation presented in the Math portion of the program.
As culmination, the students will present the artifacts from all of these classes in one, unified, presentation to their classmates, instructors, and community members.



2. List all Other Evidence (quizzes, tests, prompts, observations, dialogues, work samples, etc)
	· Novel Logs/Journals



3. List Student Self-Assessment and Reflection Tasks:
	Students self assessment and reflection will be incorporated into the final, culminating project and presentation.



Unit Assessment Plan
Unit Name:
Maus

	Day
	Assessment Task
	Purpose
	Format
	Scoring
	Feedback
	Notes

	All Days
	Check Novel Logs for progress
	Assess reading comprehension
	Novel Logs
	S/U
	Written
	

	15
	Written Piece
	Assess student’s ability to express in written format a personal relationship with a text
	Written
	S/U
	Written
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Unit Schedule
Unit Name: 
Maus

	Day
[( if assessment]
	Lesson Title
[( if plan developed]
	Activities 


	Resources Needed
	Assignments and Homework
	Notes

	1
Mon
	Intro
	· Create Class Expectations
· Intro to Maus as a Graphic Novel
· Compare page of Maus to page of text from The Diary of Anne Frank. Literary Elements.
	· Copies of Maus
	
	

	2
Tue
	Nazi Germany and the Holocaust
	· Brainstorm: Activate Prior Knowledge about The Holocaust
· Values survey

· Present Journal Format
	· Journal Format Handout
	Read Ch. 1
“The Sheik”
	7 pages reading

	3

Wed
	Course Journal Format 
	· Create journal entries from previous night’s reading together

· Class Journal Questions

	· Notebooks
	Read Ch. 2

“Honeymoon”
	8 pages

	4
Mon
	Class Map 
	· Begin a class map for character travels
· Discuss journal entries
· Class Journal Questions
	· Giant Map

	Read Ch. 3
“Prisoner of War”
	14 pages

	5
Tue
	Injustice Begins: Prejudice
	· Class Journal Questions

· Discuss journal entries
· Creating comics of our experienced mask wearing due to prejudice/racism
	· Class journal question(s)
· Blank comic templates

· Colored Pencils and Magazines
	Read Ch. 4
“The Noose Tightens”
	11 pages

	6

Wed
	In Hiding
	· Read poem, “First they came…”, Niemoller
· Class Journal Questions

· Discuss journal entries
	· Journal Questions
· Copies of poem
	Read Ch. 5
“Mouse Holes”
	17 pages

	7

Mon
	Who Stands Up?: Community, Society, and Motivations
	· Brainstorm motivations for different people’s actions during this time
· Class Journal Questions

· Discuss journal entries
	Journal Questions
	Read Ch. 6
“Mouse Trap”
	16 pages

	8

Tue
	Two Stories: Comparing Art’s storyline to Vladek’s
	· Situational views of family and taking things for granted discussion
· Class Journal Questions

· Discuss journal entries
	Art v. Vladek worksheet
	Read Ch. 7
“Mauschwitz”
	14 pages

	9

Wed
	Internment
	· View video Stanford experiment on torture
· Class Journal Questions

· Discuss journal entries
	Guided Notes for video
	Read Ch. 8
“Auschwitz”
	17 pages

	10

Mon
	Resiliency
	· Brainstorm ways Vladek stays strong
· Class Journal Questions (why do the masks become visible???)

· Discuss journal entries
	
	Read Ch. 9
“And Here My Troubles Began…”
	12 pages

	11

Tue
	Winning and Losing: what are the requirements?
	· Class Journal Questions (Who won? At what cost? What’s the damage?)

· Discuss journal entries
	
	Read Ch. 10
“Saved”
	9 pages

	12

Wed
	Father and Son
	· Class Journal Questions (what is the relationship between Art and Vladek?)

· Discuss journal entries
	· Final Journal Questions handout (home-work)
	Read Ch. 11
“Second Honeymoon”

Final Questions
	9 pages

	13

Mon
	Responding to Maus
	· Introduce written options and rubrics
· Journal pre-write brainstorming

· Make contracts for project
	· Contracts
· Rubrics
	Outline or proposal for written piece
	

	14

Tue
	Writing
	· Writing workshop: purpose
· Journal: thesis/goal/theme
	
	Rough Drafts
	

	15

Wed
	Drafting and Revising
	· Writing workshop: editing
· Peer Reviews
	
	Revise work
	

	16

Mon
	Final Drafts
	· Writing Workshop: publishing
	
	Final Drafts
	

	17

Tue
	Oral Communication
	· Workshop: oral communication
· Practice oral presentations and feedback from peers
	
	Practice oral presentations
	

	18

Wed
	PRESENT!
	· Presentations
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