Name:  _____________________________________
Date:  __________________
World War II and the Holocaust
What essential questions will drive my learning?

· Are the conflicts people grappled with long ago still relevant today?

· What are the responsibilities of the individual in the face of injustice?

· Can literature serve as a vehicle for social change?

· Are we susceptible to being brainwashed?

· Are atrocities like the Holocaust happenings of the past?

What will I be learning to do by the end of this unit?

· Identify propaganda when I see it

· Analyze the author’s decisions about audience, purpose and point of view

· Compare and contrast how two different authors portray the atrocities of World War II and the Holocaust

· Respond to open-ended questions using proper MLA citation

How will I be graded?

· Open-Ended Question 1
· Open-Ended Question 2
· Open-Ended Question 3
· Unit assessment
· Self-reflection and self-assessment
· Unit Project (See the back of this sheet)
What important dates and deadlines should I remember for this unit?

· See the unit calendar
Unit Project
For this unit, you will read two different novels about World War II and the Holocaust.  We will read Night, by Elie Wiesel, together.  You will choose the second novel within your literature circle group.  

For your project, you must find your own creative way to compare and contrast the two novels’ characters, plots and themes.  You may wish to create a poster.  You may wish to use Freedom Academy laptops to type up a formal essay.  You may wish to write an original poem or song.  Regardless of your choice, the rubrics below will be used to assess your performance.

You will also be required to deliver a two-minute (max!) presentation on you project in which you share your main points with the class.  Presentation dates are insert dates here. 
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Pride and Time�
You took great pride in your work and invested considerable time in creating a final product that is display-worthy!�
You could have taken more pride in your work—it may be a bit messy, have spelling errors, or be otherwise hastily crafted.�
The project appears to have been completed hastily.  Very little attention was given to neatness, spelling, etc.�
�



�
20�
10�
0�
�
Novel Knowledge�
Your project proves that you know both novels intimately.  You probably used MLA citation to reference particular passages or page numbers to reference particular events.  If your project format didn’t lend itself to MLA citation or direct reference of pages, you may have created a separate write-up to aid your audience in locating the passages you reference.�
It seems like you know both novels, but it would be difficult to fact-check your project, as you do not reference page numbers in discussing particular events.  Also, references to characters or events may be a bit vague.�
The project only makes vague references to the novels.  It is not clear from this project that you read both novels carefully.�
�



�
13�
7�
0�
�
Theme�
You identify themes in both novels and support the identification of these themes with evidence from the text.  You explicitly compare and contrast the themes of the novels.�
You identify what you believe to be themes, but your evidence is quite weak, or, although you may have adequate evidence, you may have misinterpreted the novel.�
The project does not successfully identify, compare or contrast the themes of the novels.�
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Characters�
You describe one or two main characters from each novel and support their descriptions with evidence from the text.  You compare and contrast the characters quite effectively.�
Your descriptions of the characters or your interpretations of their characterization may be weak.  You may not have given evidence for inferences you made.  You may not have completed a comparison / contrast of the characters.�
The project does not successfully analyze, compare or contrast the characters of the novels.�
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Plot�
You compare and contrast the plots of each novel with a focus on the conflict.  You make references to page numbers to support your descriptions of the two plots.�
Your comparison and contrast may be weak, you may be confused as to the parts of plot, or you may have misinterpreted the events of your novels.�
The project does not successfully explain, compare or contrast the plots of the two novels.�
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Presentation�
You kept your presentation to two minutes or less.





You appeared to be prepared!  You had either memorized what you wished to say, or you had prepared notecards.





You conveyed the main points of your project clearly to your audience.�
You may have run out of time.





It may have seemed as though you had not rehearsed your presentation—you forgot what you wished to say and/or had not prepared index cards to help you along.





You still conveyed the main points of your project to your audience, however.�
You did not succeed in conveying the main points of your project to your audience.�
�












