World War II and the Holocaust
Instructor Name:
Chelsea K. Nilsson
Suitable for: 

Grades 7 – 8 

Subject Area:

English Language Arts
Weeks:


4
	Narrative Description:

	In this unit, students will read non-fiction selections about World War II and the Holocaust, compare different works from this time period, review propaganda, gain familiarity with concepts such as point of view, audience and author’s purpose, and begin to experiment with MLA citation.

Students will read novels including, but not limited to:

Weisel, Elie.  Night  (Z 590)
Spinelli, Jerry.  Milkweed  (Y 510)

Lowry, Lois.  Number the Stars  (U 670)

Yolen, Jane.  Devil’s Arithmetic (X 730)
Frank, Anne.  The Diary of Anne Frank (Y 1080)

Reiss, Johanna.  The Upstairs Room  (380)




	Established Goals:

	· New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standard 35A3:  Analyze and respond to visual and print messages (e.g. humor, irony, metaphor) and recognize how words, sounds, and still or moving images are used in each medium to convey the intended messages

· Develop the disposition not only of a critical thinker but also of an ethical thinker

Note to the Instructor:  You will want to customize these goals according to the habits of mind, dispositions and/or state standards you wish to address in your unit.


	Stage One: Desired Results

	Enduring Understandings

Students will understand that…

· Propaganda is ubiquitous, and it is in our best interest to know it when we see it.
· If we wish to prevent genocidal atrocities from taking place in the future, we must make a concerted effort to become critical and ethical thinkers.
· Stylistic choices authors routinely make—about purpose, audience, point of view, etc.—have a great effect upon how we, the readers, will receive their stories.


	(Knowledge) Students will know…

· World War II

· Holocaust

· Propaganda

· Bandwagon

· Testimonial

· Name-Calling

· Repetition

· Plain Folks

· Emotional Appeal

· Audience

· Author’s purpose

· Point of view

· First-person

· Third-person omniscient

· Third-person limited

· Third-person objective

· MLA Citation

· Assertion

· Echo

· Plagiarism

· Cite


	(Skills) Students will be able to…

· Code non-fiction texts about World War II

· Select their first literature circle novels for a unit

· :  

· Differentiate between different types of propaganda 

· Analyze open-ended questions to identify connections between reading strategies and written responses

· Respond to open-ended questions by making an assertion that echoes the language of the question 

· Use MLA citation to respond to a short-answer question 

· Identify the intended audience of a text

· Identify the author’s purpose in creating a text

· Identify the point of view from which a text is written

· Differentiate between first-person, third-person objective, third-person limited and third-person omniscient points of view

· Analyze the thematic significance of Elie Wiesel’s decision to entitle his memoir Night
· Explain the effect of Night’s point of view upon the reader

· Maintain eye contact while presenting ideas to their peers

· Demonstrate active listening behaviors by maintaining eye contact with the speaker and nodding to signal comprehension

· Share ideas within a literature circle group

· Code the text to indicate use of reading strategies


	Essential Questions:

· Are the conflicts people grappled with long ago still relevant today?

· What are the responsibilities of the individual in the face of injustice?

· Can literature serve as a vehicle for social change?

· Are we susceptible to being brainwashed?

· Are atrocities like the Holocaust happenings of the past?




	Stage Two: Other Assessments

	· Unit Assessment:  Students will demonstrate mastery of all unit objectives.
· Reflection: Students will be asked to explain what objectives they still struggle to master.

· Open-ended questions:  Students will craft responses to three open-ended questions.

· Unit Project: Students will complete a project that requires them to compare and contrast two novels from the timer period.

· Exit Slips:  Students will occasionally demonstrate mastery of the daily objective through the use of an exit slip.

· Conversation: Students will be asked to share their ideas with their peers frequently, which is an excellent opportunity for the instructor to gather informal feedback on student learning.




