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2.1b: Editorial Rubric 

	
	4
Excellent
	3

Good
	2
Fair
	1
Unacceptable

	Topic and Title
	· Focuses on a controversial issue

· Interests a specific audience

· Author’s passion is clear

· Brief title appeals to audience and shows author’s opinion
	· Focuses on an important issue

· Interests a general audience

· Brief title shows author’s opinion


	· Focuses on an issue that is strictly personal
· Potential audience is vague

· Title rambles or lacks author’s opinion


	· Lack of focus around one issue

· It is not clear who the audience is

· Missing title



	Introduction
	· Opening grabs reader’s attention

· Background information clarifies topic

· Opinion is clearly presented
	· Opening introduces topic

· Background information provides facts

· Opinion is summarized
	· Opening hints at topic

· Background information loosely relates to topic

· Opinion is vague
	· Opening does not relate to topic

· Missing background information

· No opinion stated

	Supporting 

Arguments 
	· Two carefully selected arguments persuade audience of opinion

· Specific evidence matches audience and relates to each argument
	· One or two arguments back up opinion statement

· Evidence somewhat relates to counterargument
	· One argument backs up opinion statement

· Evidence is not very persuasive to intended audience
	· Arguments are missing or do not back up opinion statement

· Little or no related evidence



	Other Side
	· Clearly explains other side’s possible argument

· Clearly explains one effective counterargument

· Evidence supports counterargument
	· States other side’s argument

· States one counterargument

· Evidence included
	· States other side’s argument but lacks counterargument
	· Does not address the other side

	Conclusion
	· Clearly restates opinion

· Includes a realistic “call to action” for the audience

· Ends with a powerful quotation, story, question
	· Restates opinion

· Includes a general  “call to action”

· Ends with a summary statement
	· Opinion is within the conclusion, but it is vague

· Conclusion lacks some key elements
	· Conclusion is missing or lacks all of the key elements

	Overall Craft
	· Transitional language helps the editorial flow from one idea to the next

· Authoritative language increases persuasiveness

· Point of view makes sense throughout
	· Transitional language is sometimes used effectively

· A few decisive words make the editorial more persuasive to a reader

· Maintains mostly consistent point of view
	· Transitions are attempted, but may be used incorrectly

· Some wishy-washy words make the reader unsure of what to think

· Point of view inconsistent
	· Connections between ideas is unclear

· Wishy-washy language is used throughout

· Incorrect point of view makes the editorial confusing

	Grammar & Punctuation  
	· The editorial contains accurate grammar, spelling, and punctuation
	· The editorial contains mostly accurate grammar, spelling, and punctuation
	· The editorial contains some grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors
	· The editorial contains many grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors
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