Tuck Everlasting

Chapter Discussion Questions
Chapter 18-Epilogue


Chapter 18:

· Why didn’t Miles blame Winnie for them not catching any fish for dinner?

· Why was Winnie’s stomach fluttering so much when she saw Jessie?
Do you think she will actually consider taking his proposition of drinking the spring water?

· Why does Mae think that having Winnie there with them for breakfast is like having a party?

· How has Winnie presence in the Tuck home changed both Winnie and the Tucks?

· Do you think it was necessary for Tuck to state that they had business to discuss at the breakfast table? Why or why not?

· Why was it important to Winnie to think that the Tucks belonged to her?

· How is Winnie’s behavior different between the dinner and breakfast? What factors do you think affected this?

· Why do you think that Tuck was so dear to Winnie? What about him would draw Winnie to him?

· Why does a knock at the Tucks door seem like such an alien sound to them?

· Who do you think is knocking at the Tucks door and what are they doing there?

· The man in the yellow suit’s voice is described as being pleasant, do you think he is a pleasant individual? Why or why not?

· How does the man in the yellow suit know that Mae’s name is Mrs. Tuck?

· What do you think the man in the yellow suit will want to discuss with the Tucks?

Chapter 19:

· What do you think caused the man in the yellow suit to have an unpleasant look in his face even though he wasn’t showing any expressions?

· Do you think Winnie will feel safe with the man in the yellow suit? Why or why not?

· Is it true when Angus Tuck says, “Winnie ain’t been in no danger,”?

· How did the man in the yellow suit knows about the spring water and about living forever?

· Why does the man in the yellow suit say that Miles’s wife left him?

· What does Mae mean when she says, “You got no call to come and bring us pain!”?

· Why do the Tucks seem so incredibly impatient with the man in the yellow suit and why do they want him to just spit out what he has come for?

· Do you think the Tucks have justifiable reason to be irritated with the man in the yellow suit? Do they have reason to be suspicious of him? Why?

· Why do you think the man in the yellow suit devoted his life to finding out about the family that never aged?

· What reminder did the man in the yellow suit’s grandmother have on Mae Tuck?

· How did Mae’s music box lead the man in the yellow suit to the Tuck’s home?

· Does the spring actually belong to the man in the yellow suit? What makes you believe this?

· Why won’t the man in the yellow suit sell the spring water to just anybody, why does it have to be people who deserve it?

· Why is the man in the yellow suit going to sell the spring water for a lot of money to people?

· Do you think one individual has the right to decide what people deserve to live forever?

· What does the man in the yellow suit mean when he says, “Ignorant people like you should never have had the opportunity to drink the spring water,”?

· Why does the man in the yellow suit decide to have the Tuck’s help him out with selling the spring water? 

· Do you think it was truly gentlemanly of the man in the yellow suit to offer the Tuck’s an opportunity to join in his selling of the spring water? Why or why not?

· Why are the Tuck’s so furious with the man in the yellow suit?

· Are the Tuck’s really being selfish by keeping the spring water a secret? Why or why not?

· Describe Mae’s reaction to the man in the yellow suit trying to take Winnie.

· Why was it unfortunate for the constable to witness Mae’s reaction?

· What consequence do you think will follow Mae after hitting the man in the yellow suit with a shotgun?

Chapter 20:

· Why did Winnie hide herself in Tuck’s chest after the incident with Mae and the man in the yellow suit?
· How do you think you would have felt if you had just witnessed Mae hitting the man in the yellow suit over the head with a shotgun?
· Why do you think Mae was upset with the man in the yellow suit for taking Winnie against her will, even though she had done the same thing just a day ago? Who are the two situations similar and different?
· Is Winnie telling the constable the truth when she says at the Tucks did not kidnap her? 
· Why do you think Winnie wants to protect the Tucks?
· Why do you think Natalie Babbitt describes the man in the yellow suits appearance on the ground to a marionette?
· Why was Tuck so entranced when he gazed at the man in the yellow suit’s sprawling body on the ground?
· What does the Constable mean when he says, “If he don’t make it, you’re in a pickle, you people,”?
· Do you think Mae is so dangerous that she deserves to be locked up in jail? Why or why not?
· What does Mae mean when she says, “Don’t worry about me none, I’ll make out,”?
· Why did the word gallows scare the Tucks so much? What would people discover is Mae was sent to the gallows?
· Do you think Winnie actually believes that everything will be alright when she says it to Tuck?
· Why was the thought of going home so distant from Winnie’s mind, even though the night before she was crying because she wanted to go home?
· How do you think Winnie will make a difference in helping Mae not go to the gallows?
· How have the possibilities for Winnie changed so much in one day?
Chapter 21:

· Why was it important for Winnie to be soothed when she arrived home from the Tucks?

· How did Winnie’s family react to her homecoming?

· Why do you think there was a painful pause when Winnie’s family realized she had actually gone with the Tucks on her own free will?

· How do you think Winnie’s family might change or treat her differently after her running away?

· Why didn’t Winnie’s family want to believe that she actually might leave on her own without having to be kidnapped?

· Why did Winnie’s good impression of the Tucks change when she described what happened to the man in the yellow suit?

· What feelings do you think are going through the Fosters when they hear that the man in the yellow suit is sick and could potentially die?

· Why did Winnie’s family sense she was different now from what she had been before she ran off into the woods?

· How do you think Winnie feels about being different and experiencing things that were hers alone?

· Why was her experience satisfying and lonely all at once?

· Describe what Winnie means about having threads tied to her family and to the Tucks.

· How are heat lightning streaks similar to pain?

· Why does Winnie realize that the man in the yellow suit must die? Do you agree with her? Why or why not?

· Do you think that Mae had meant to kill the man in the yellow suit? Do you think it was necessary for her to kill him?

· Describe Winnie’s experience with killing a wasp.

· What do you think Winnie needs to do to keep Mae from the gallows?

Chapter 22:

· Why is Winnie’s family treating her so gingerly, like an egg?

· Do you think it is important for Winnie’s family to allow her to experience a little freedom rather than keep her caged?

· Why does Winnie want to sprinkle the toad with water so badly?

· Why do you think Winnie’s grandmother insists that she needs to go with Winnie across the road?

· What is Miles’s plan for getting Mae out of jail? Do you think it will work? Why or why not?

· What does Jesse bring for Winnie? Why does he do it?

· What does Winnie offer to do to help Mae get out of jail? How will her idea allow the Tucks to get away?

· Why wouldn’t Angus want to have Winnie take part in getting Mae out of jail?

· Why does Winnie insist that she has to help the Tucks?

· Why was Winnie so excited about midnight and making a difference?

Chapter 23:

· What caused Winnie to think that her mother and grandmother were most interesting in the heat?

· What did Winnie do with the bottle Jesse brought her?

· Why couldn’t Winnie concentrate on anything all afternoon?

· How do you think the rain could help with Mae’s escape from jail?

· Why was Winnie both excited and thick with guilt?

· What does the author mean when she says, “Winnie had her own strong sense of rightness,”? Why is it important to know what is right and wrong?

· Why did it seem silly to Winnie to tell her parents that they never told her to not go to a jailhouse and change places with them?

· How do you think Winnie’s parents will react to her changing places with Mae in jail?

· Why is it so important for Winnie to change places with Mae even though she knows that there could be consequences?

· Do you think Winnie will drink from the spring water at 17 and go marry Jesse? Why or why not?

· Why was it important for Winnie to not miss her moment?

Chapter 24:

· Why does Winnie feel a twinge of guilt when she slips out of the house to help Mae without anyone noticing?

· Why do you think that no one was up at the Foster’s house to see if Winnie would sneak out?

· Is Winnie taking advantage of her family’s trust by sneaking out again? Why do you feel this way?

· Why do you think that Winnie feels as though she is moving into a dream by leaving the house?

· Why was everyone so incredibly quiet on their way to the jailhouse?

· What do the words in the poem mean? “Stone walls do not a prison make, nor iron bars a cage.”

· How did Miles remove the bars from the jail window?

· Why did Miles bring oil with him to remove the window?

· Why did Miles wait to pry the window out of the jailhouse? Do you think this was the intelligent thing to do?

· What did Jesse mean when he said, “Remember,”?

· How do you think Winnie feels when she looks out the window and discovers that no one is there?

Chapter 25:

· Why do you think the author chooses to fast forward the book and not describe in detail when Winnie was discovered in the jailhouse?

· Why was Winnie so grateful that the Tucks had not been discovered?

· Why do you think it was such a trying two weeks for Winnie after Mae’s escape from jail?

· What do you think would have happened if the constable would have discovered Winnie when he came to put a shutter over the window?

· What significance is there that the gallows fell over during the night in the storm?

· What do you think the constable’s face looked like when he discovered Winnie?

· Why did Winnie feel like a criminal when the constable discovered her?

· How did Winnie act as an accomplice to Mae’s escape? 

· What do you think you would have done if you were in Winnie’s shoes?

· Why didn’t Winnie’s family understand her actions?

· What was Winnie’s reasoning for helping the Tucks?

· Why would it have been hard for the Fosters in the village after everyone found out what Winnie had done?

· What was Winnie’s punishment after the jail incident?

· Why were so many children impressed by Winnie’s actions?

· What causes Winnie to pick up the toad and shout that he is her toad?

· Why do you think Winnie decided to pour the spring water over the toad?

· How will Winnie get the spring water if she decides to drink it at the age of seventeen?

· What does Winnie mean when she tells the frog that he is safe forever?

· Do you really believe in the story of the spring water? Why or why not?

Epilogue:

· Describe the differences of Treegap when the Tucks arrive there?

· How do you think Mae and Angus feel when they see the wood is gone and so is Winnie’s cottage?

· What do you think Mae and Angus want to find out by coming back to Treegap?

· Why did Mae and Angus look a little queer to the people of Treegap?

· What caused the woods to get destroyed? How do you think the Tucks feel about that?

· Do you think it was good that the counterman didn’t know anything about the spring in the wood? Why or why not?

· Why were Mae and Angus anxious about the cemetery and didn’t want to talk about it?

· What answers will the Tucks find in the Treegap cemetery?

· Why was Tuck overcome with sadness when he saw Winnie’s tombstone even though he had desperately wanted it there?

· What information did you learn about Winnie’s life after reading the inscription on her tombstone?

· Why does Tuck say, “Good girl,” after seeing Winnie’s tombstone?

· Why do you think Winnie chose not to drink from the spring?

· Why do the Tucks say, “Poor Jesse,”?

· Why don’t the Tucks ever need to come back to Treegap now?

· Why do you think the author chose to place the toad on the road heading out of Treegap?

· What would you have done if you were in Winnie’s shoes? 

· Do you think Winnie made the right decision by not drinking from the spring?

· Would you have changed the ending of the book if you had to write it over? What would you do differently? Why?

