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The Glass Menagerie, by Tennessee Williams

In A Nutshell
The Glass Menagerie is a play first produced in 1944. The author, Tennessee Williams, was

launched into fame and made victim to the forties’ equivalent of literary paparazzi because of

it. The play revolves around a young man begrudgingly supporting the family his father has

abandoned. It also features a painfully shy and slightly crippled sister character, whose

preoccupation with a collection of glass animals draws her away from reality. Set against the

backdrop of the Depression, the family struggles together with the past, the future, and one

another.

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• The Glass Menagerie Themes

• The Glass Menagerie Quotes

• The Glass Menagerie Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 How is "The American Dream" presented here, and what comments are made on it? Is it

an unrealistic dream? Detrimental?

2 How does Williams ’s "plastic theatre" – that is, the exaggerated music at key moments, the

obvious lighting tactics, the over-dramatized nature of, well, the drama – support the

content of the play? Is this a good play to use "plastic theatre" techniques for?
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3 How does the epigraph comment on Laura or the overall themes of the play?

Visit Shmoop for many more The Glass Menagerie Study Questions
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