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The Crucible, by Arthur Miller

In A Nutshell
The Crucible, by Arthur Miller, is a dramatic re-enactment of the Salem Witch Trials in

Massachusetts in the late 1600’s. Although the play centers on real events, it is not actual

“history” – Miller changed the ages of characters and consolidated several historical figures so

that there are fewer actors on stage. It was first produced on stage in January 1953. Arthur

Miller intended to use the Salem Witch Trials as an allegory about the anti-communist Red

Scare and the congressional hearings of Sen. Joseph McCarthy going on in the United States at

the time. For more information about the Salem Witch Trials and the McCarthy trials, please

see Shmoop History on "Colonial New England" and "Cold War: McCarthyism Red Scare."

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• The Crucible Themes

• The Crucible Quotes

• The Crucible Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 The Crucible has a hard-hitting “moral of the story. ” What is it? Do you think this moral is

still applicable in today ’s world?

2 What sort of modern-day witch hunts are you aware of? How are they similar to the Salem

witch hunts? How are they different? Why do you think humans are so prone to go on

witch-hunts?

http://www.shmoop.com/intro/literature/arthur-miller/the-crucible.html
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com/teachers/
http://www.shmoop.com/literature/
http://www.shmoop.com/history/
http://www.shmoop.com/poetry/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com/intro/literature/arthur-miller/the-crucible.html
http://www.shmoop.com/themes/literature/arthur-miller/the-crucible.html
http://www.shmoop.com/quotes/literature/arthur-miller/the-crucible.html
http://www.shmoop.com/events/literature/arthur-miller/the-crucible.html


Visit Shmoop for full coverage of The Crucible

Shmoop: study guides and teaching resources for literature, US history, and poetry

Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 3.0
This document may be modified and republished for noncommercial use only. 
You must attribute Shmoop and link to http://www.shmoop.com. 1

3 You already know that Miller had the anti-communist House Un-American Activities

Committee in mind when he wrote about the witch trials. In what ways was McCarthyism

similar to the witch trials of Salem and in what ways was it different?

Visit Shmoop for many more The Crucible Study Questions
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