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Our Town, by Thornton Wilder

In A Nutshell
Our Town is Thornton Wilder’s most celebrated play. It opened on Broadway in 1938,

received a Pulitzer Prize for Drama, and went on to become one of the most frequently

performed American plays of the twentieth century. In Wilder’s day, it was fashionable for

plays to expose the hypocrisy of American life. With its focus on the precious moments in

everyday life, Our Town deliberately departs from this perspective. The play follows the lives

of two young neighbors in a small town, Emily and George, who fall in love. Our Town’s

production coincided with political problems in Europe that would eventually become World

War II. For audiences, Wilder’s play was an escape from international conflict and a retreat to

small town America.

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• Our Town Themes

• Our Town Quotes

• Our Town Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 Why does Wilder separate the three acts as: Daily Life, Love and Marriage, Death? Why

not other options, such as birth, marriage, and death?

2 What is the role of war in this play? How is war portrayed? Is it essential to the play ’s

message and story, or would this all still be relevant in peace time?
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3 Why does Wilder follow George and Emily, and not other characters?

Visit Shmoop for many more Our Town Study Questions
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