American Government 

Current Events Assignment


Knowing what is going on in our world is very important.  Knowledge of current events is vital in understanding the issues that are facing our government.  It is important that we keep up with the news by reading newspapers, listening to radio and television news programs and using the Internet.  Responsible citizens must be informed.

As part of this course, you will have the opportunity to monitor events that affect our lives.  Your current events assignment is simple in format yet requires you to be informed of national and international news.  Your current events assignments will be handed in typed and include the following details and format:

I. Choose ONE story – list headline and provide the following  5 pts
A. Source – MLA Citation

B. Summary – 3 sentences

II. What does this article say? Provide answers to the following questions. 10 pts
A. The main purpose of this article is? 

(State as accurately as possible the author’s purpose for writing the article.)
B. The key question that the author is addressing is?

(Figure out the key questioning the mind of the author when writing the article.)
C. The most important information in this article is? Why?
(Figure out the facts, experiences, data the author is using to support his/her conclusions.)
D. The main inferences/conclusions in this article are?
(Identify the key conclusion the author comes to and presents in the article.)
E. The 3 key terms/concepts we need to understand in this article and the definitions are? 
(Figure out the most important ideas you would have to understand in order to understand the article and the author’s line of reasoning.)
III. An opinion essay that deals with the main purpose of the article.  This must be a well-written, organized, thoughtful opinion essay of five paragraphs in length. 10 pts
Guidelines

· Stories must deal with political issues – involvement of the U.S. government or an agency within

· Label the assignment properly

· Use complete sentences for all parts of the assignment

· Read the entire story to get the correct facts

· Submit essay to Turnitin.com
· Attach article to assignment
· Use news sources in print or on-line (Not AOL news, Yahoo News) 
· Cite information from the article that is not your own thought
· Do not reuse current events

· Do not use sports stories

· Do not use local stories unless it concerns local government

· Do not write about something you have not understood

· Do not use 1st Person or contractions in the essay

· Must contain a five-paragraph essay

· Do not wait until the day before to begin your assignment

· Turn in every assignment on time

Name O. Student

Current Event #1

American Government

8 September 2008

I. Elijah Cummings: Answering Obama’s Call

  A. Lazarick, Len.  Baltimore Sun.  P4-5 Thursday, August 21, 2008
  B. The summary must be a minimum of three sentences in length.  You need to 

       precisely describe and explain the main idea of the article.  You must not only 

       state what the article is about or only list facts from the article.  You must state    

       the main idea in your own words, using specific facts to support.

II. What does this article say? 
    A. The main purpose of this article is? 

         The main purpose of the article is to (demonstrate, explain, convince, persuade, 

         illustrate, define) the ……

    B. The key question that the author is addressing is?

         Do you need to actually write a question here? (YES)

    C. The most important information in this article is?

         The most important information in the article is ___________ because___________

    D. The main conclusions in this article are?

         The main conclusions are the main points that you believe the author has   

         established or what impressions or views you believe that people will gain from 

         reading the article.

    E. The 3 key terms/concepts? 

         List –

         Define – 

         3 terms from the article -   
III. Opinion Essay

Always remember to indent and double space the essay.  The introduction should 
be designed to attract the reader's attention and give an idea of the essay's focus.  The 
attention grabber you use is up to you, but here are some ideas. Use startling information. 
It could simply be a pertinent fact that explicitly illustrates the  point you wish to make. 
Use an anecdote is a story that illustrates a point.  Be sure your anecdote is short, to the 
point, and relevant to your topic.  You must conclude the introduction with summary 
information.  Each sentence should become gradually more specific, until you reach 
your thesis, which is the opinion you are stating.

Begin the body of your essay by writing down one of your main ideas in sentence 
form.  If your main idea is "reduces freeway congestion," you might say this: Public 

transportation reduces freeway congestion. Next, write down each of your supporting 

points for that main idea, but leave four or five lines in between each point. In the space 

under each point, write down some elaboration for that point. Elaboration can be further 

description or explanation or discussion.
      
Another example of this is if the main idea is: Commuters appreciate the cost 

savings of taking public transportation rather than driving. The elaboration would be as 

follows: Less driving time means less maintenance expense, such as oil changes. Of 

course, less driving time means savings on gasoline as well. In many cases, these savings 

amount to more than the cost of riding public transportation. 


Remember that you must have a minimum of three (3) sentences per paragraph.  

In order to have fully developed and well supported ideas you will want to have around 

five (5) sentences per paragraph.  The body of you essay must be three (3) paragraphs in 

length.  You need to develop three main points to support the opinion that was stated as a 

thesis.

The conclusion brings closure to the reader, summing up your points or providing 

a final perspective on your topic.  All the conclusion needs is three or four strong 

sentences which do not need to follow any set formula. Simply review the main points 

(being careful not to restate them exactly) or briefly describe your feelings about the 

topic.

