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The Vietnam War

In A Nutshell
The Vietnam War—commonly referred to as "America's longest war"—grew out of the

American commitment to the containment of communism during the Cold War. For

approximately fifteen years, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam) fought

against an American-supported Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam). The war for the U.S.

ended in 1973 with the withdrawal of American combat troops, and two years later, South

Vietnamese forces surrendered to the North.

With the unification of Vietnam under the Communist government of the North, the U.S. had

officially failed to achieve its objectives. A nation accustomed to grand victories suffered its

first major defeat; the "longest war" was a military, political, and social disaster, one that

would haunt Americans for decades.
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A Gallup Poll issued in February 1965 revealed that 64% of Americans believed that if the

U.S. withdrew from Vietnam, communism would spread. A Gallup Poll issued in December

1969 revealed that 91% of all Americans had heard or read about the U.S. troops who raped,

mutilated, and murdered Vietnamese villagers in My Lai. Two years later, more than half of

all Americans believed that the massacre was not an isolated incident but a common one.
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