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The Jacksonian Era

In A Nutshell
Andrew Jackson was one of the most powerful and influential presidents of the nineteenth

century. America's seventh president, serving between 1829 and 1837, Jackson implemented

policies that profoundly affected the territorial, political, and economic development of the

United States. He organized the relocation of more than 90,000 Indians from the eastern

United States to territories west of the Mississippi River. He strengthened the Union by

rejecting South Carolina's claim that it possessed the authority to nullify federal laws. And he

destroyed the Bank of the United States, leaving the nation without a central bank capable of

monitoring the nation's money supply.

Jackson's impact on American political culture was equally profound. He was elected by a

coalition of southern and middle-state voters that crystallized into the Democratic Party. And

he democratized American politics by running a new type of political campaign that reached

out directly to the American voters.
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Brain Snacks - Trivia
Peggy Eaton, the woman at the center of President Andrew Jackson's cabinet crisis, met what

her critics considered a fitting end. When her husband, former Secretary of War John Eaton,

died in 1856, he left her with a fortune adequate to live out her life in comfort. But at age 61,

she married her granddaughter's 21 year-old Italian dance instructor. Shortly after, he ran off

with Eaton's money... and her granddaughter. Peggy Eaton died in poverty at age 80. Andrew

Jackson earned his first battle scar as a 13 year-old member of the South Carolina militia

during the American Revolution. Captured by the British, he was ordered to clean an officer's

boots. When he refused, the officer stuck him with his sword on Jackson's head and hand.
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